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I apologize for delaying the publication of this month’s newsletter, but I thought it important to share the
outcome and some of my impressions following the special session of the Greater NJ Annual Conference (GNJ)
on October 26.
GNJ’s Way Forward Team acknowledged that the Traditionalist Plan passed by General Conference in February
does harm to LGBTQ+ people, and in many places, is damaging to the mission of our local churches. They
recommended that we allow congregations to develop covenants permitting churches to host same-sex
weddings and pastors to celebrate them. Churches could also affirm the ordination and appointment of
LGBTQ+ clergy. Their recommendations also included the training and deployment of facilitators from the
conference to assist congregations in developing these covenants. These recommendations passed by a very
large margin.
In his Episcopal Address, Bishop Schol made a commitment not to bring to trial any charges against clergy
arising from violations of the Discipline’s provisions against ministry by and with LGBTQ+ persons. This
was a significant statement because parts of the Traditionalist Plan requiring minimum penalties for clergy
celebrating same-sex weddings are conditioned on a trial conviction.
In addition, the Board of Ordained Ministry made a statement to the body. The Board, composed mainly of
clergy (with some lay representation) determines the fitness of candidates for ordination. The chair of the
Board stated that since 2017, they have had a policy that disavows the consideration of sexual orientation,
gender identity, or a candidate’s position on LGBTQ+ issues when recommending candidates.
The annual conference responded with a resolution affirming the positions of Bishop Schol, the Board of
Ordained Ministry, and the work of churches who plan to enter into covenants, as well as those who have
already been doing this ministry with the LGBTQ+ community. Again, this passed by a wide margin.
As expected, after the votes were taken, members of the annual conference came to the microphone
requesting that Bishop Schol make rulings of law regarding the appropriateness of these votes in light of
the Discipline. The process from here is that the bishop has 30 days to prepare his rulings, which are then
reviewed by the Judicial Council, whose decision becomes binding.
Where does this leave us? Still in a state of flux. From my perspective, the Judicial Council seems likely to
invalidate portions of the plan. However, I also do not believe this will stop churches and pastors from living
according to their convictions. The reality is that some churches have already been doing many of the things
the Way Forward Team recommended – just behind the scenes. A move into the open would be healthy for
everyone. And even if the votes are struck down, we now have an understanding of where GNJ stands –
something we have not had previously. Also, having taken the vote makes GNJ’s position clear to the next
bishop, whoever that may be. Many have rightly pointed out that the plan we passed seems contingent on the
reappointment of Bishop Schol to GNJ in 2020.
I know this outcome will not be universally welcomed – either in the conference or here in our congregation. I
also know that for those who support the full inclusion of the LGBTQ+ community, all this seems like a lot of
bureaucratic posturing and not enough real change. To learn more, read the recommendations for yourself,
watch video of the proceedings, etc., please visit the conference website at gnjumc.org. Know that I welcome
hearing from all of you, wherever you are in this. Please keep all of your leaders in prayer. I pray that we can
continue to work together for the sake of Christ’s mission in the world.
Peace, Pastor Joe
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Kandidly Kathleen
NOVEMBER 3 AT 9:30 AM JOIN US FOR AN INTERGENERATIONAL WORSHIP
EXPERIENCE!
We invite people of all ages to the Family Life Center to praise and worship God together in a unique
experiential environment designed to use a variety of senses and learning styles. This is All Saints Sunday
and there will be no Sunday school classes so that children, youth, teachers, and parents may celebrate
people from our past and present who shape our lives. There will also be traditional worship opportunities
in the sanctuary at 8:15 and 11:00 am. Come for one or more services because they each have their own
ambiance for connecting with the Holy Spirit!

CHRISTMAS 2019 OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE AND SERVE THOSE LESS FORTUNATE
Your MUMC Outreach Committee is pleased to offer opportunities to reach out and serve others in Christ’s
name this Christmas. See our Angel Tree volunteers in the FLC & outside the
Sanctuary on December 1, 8 and 15
Operation Santa. This will be our 10th year partnering with the Medford Police Department in “Operation Santa” This is a
unique opportunity to provide one, age appropriate, toy (up to $20.00) per child for kids identified by the Medford school
system as in need and whose Christmas can be brighter through the gifts that you give. Electronic Gift info/sign up to be
available November 25. Monday evening, December 2nd is the final day to return Operation Santa gifts. These angels
are popular, only 16 are available and go quickly. Please bring the gifts back unwrapped and leave them outside the
sanctuary with the Angel attached. You are encouraged to come and wrap gifts beginning at 5:00 pm on December 5 at
the police station at 91 Union Street, pizza will be served.
Wesley UMC, Trenton. This is also our 10th year partnering with Wesley UMC which is a wonderfully creative and
energetic Hispanic-Latino congregation in Trenton. WUMC is in a less advantaged area of south Trenton and the 150
gifts that we provide will go to children in low income families in the church, local community and non-profit organizations
in the area. Your gift may be the only gift that some of these children receive. Monday evening, December 16 is the final
day to return Wesley gifts.
There are three Angel choices . . . Infant to 5 years angels on yellow paper, 5 to 12 years angels on pink paper, 12 and up
angels on blue paper. The suggested gift price is $20.00. We will give you a gift bag or gift card holder as appropriate for
your gift choices and ask that you return the gift(s) in these. The church provides this further guidance: Infant to 5 years toy with a blanket, 5 years to 12 years - toys only and 12 and above - $20 gift card or board games.
YOU are welcome, 7:00 – 9:00 pm on Wednesday, December 18 to be at gift bag sorting and set up and/or Saturday,
December 21, 10:00 and 11:00 am presentation of the gifts to the children, two services, both at WUMC 670 Centre
Street in Trenton. Adults and youth are welcome to sign up.
New This Year. MUMC has a long history of partnering with Urban Promise in Camden. The Christmas Promise Store is
a program to provide Christmas gifts for children attending the CamdenForward School, a private Christian elementary/
middle school and the AfterSchool programs. Between 300 and 400 students benefit from this unique program each
year. This year our youth will be participating in this program – details to come. Camden area families with children in UP
schools can be particularly strapped for cash during the winter months due to energy costs and attempts to meet holiday
expenses. This year we will participate with UP in helping to support these families through a financial gift as we have
done in past years with the Migrant Worker program. More details will be coming your way.

LOV E G O D, S E RV E PEO PL E, TR A N S FO RM L I V ES
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Church Gatherings
ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE
Our annual Church Conference will take place on Saturday, November 2, 2019. This year’s Regional Church
Conference will include a time of worship and plenary session with other churches on our district. All church
members are welcome to attend. All members holding leadership positions are strongly encouraged to
attend. We will try to arrange carpools from the church for those attending. Please contact the church office
if you plan to attend; the conference will be held at Calvary Korean United Methodist Church, 572 Ryders
Lane, East Brunswick, NJ 08816. Schedule: 10:00 – 10:45 am – Church Conference; 11:00 am – 12:45
pm – Worship & Plenary Session.

LIVE NATIVITY at the DICKENS FESTIVAL
Saturday, December 7, 2019
Once again Medford UMC will bring the story of Christmas to the Medford community as part of the Dickens
festival on Saturday night, December 7. Put the date on your calendar and plan to be part of this very special
evening!
We need your help and special talents to tell this very special story to the community.
Sign up at
Medfordumc.org/nativitysignup
Youth, grades 4 and above, can be angels and shepherds
Three adults or tall teens will be Wise People to bring the first gifts
to the baby
Two individuals to play Mary and Joseph
People to set up and take down the lights and sound equipment
People to make and distribute hot chocolate and cider
Cookie bakers the week before
Hospitality throughout the evening
Singers
Animal Wranglers
Costume Crew
PLEASE NOTE THE TIME CHANGES THIS YEAR. Set-up will begin when Main Street shuts down around 2:00
pm. Hospitality will be needed from 5:00 – 8:00 pm. Actors will report to Harriett’s at 4:30 pm for costuming,
and the story will be presented every half hour, 5:30-7:30 pm. Homemade cookies should be dropped off at
the church on Friday, December 6. Clean-up will begin after the final show ends at 7:45 pm.
It takes many volunteers to present this timeless story. Come join us! Any questions: please contact Pastor
Kathleen.
LOV E G O D, S E RV E PEO PL E, TR A N S FO RM L I V ES

The Messenger, November, 2019

page 4

www.medfordumc.org

NEWS FROM THE RECONCILING CONGREGATION TEAM
Since the Team’s third meeting on September 23, we compiled the results of the survey with 122 surveys
completed and 87% in favor of reconciliation. We also reached out to all who requested to be contacted in
the survey. During these follow up conversations we received an overwhelming amount of support in favor of
reconciliation.
The Committee has also come up with “Ask Me” buttons which will be worn during Sunday services
encouraging fellow congregation members to inquire about to purpose and progress of moving toward a
Reconciling Church.
At our meeting on October 16 the Team worked on our Mission Statement to become its own Reconciling
Community as a sub-group within MUMC and completing the proper paperwork for this step of the process.
Once we have established ourselves as a Reconciling Community other members of the congregation may also
join this community as well as other fellowship groups, Sunday School classes, etc. Let us know if your group
would like to take part!
The Team is welcoming and open to questions from the congregation, and they may be
directed to any of the following members:
Scott Stahl, Chair, Laura Beverage, Co-Chair, Wayne Adams, Bethany Carl, Tish Cornue,
Haines Hoag, Barbara Jensen, Allie Maese, Melissa Maver, Alana Miller,
Bill Miller, Diane Miller, Sharon Payne, Steve Reduker, Bruce Rosvold, Paige Tokazewski,
Frank Waldmann, Edie Wechsler, Cathy Whitecar

LET’S GIVE THANKS AND HELP THE COMMUNITY OF CAMDEN
The Neighborhood Center is collecting food for the families of Camden. Please bring your donations to the
church by Sunday, Nov. 24. Suggested items:
Turkeys
Fresh veggies: green beans, carrots, collard greens, broccoli
Canned veggies: corn, green beans, mixed veggies, peas
Starches: white potatoes, sweet potatoes, boxed stuffing, mac & cheese, brown/white rice, instant potatoes;
Fresh fruits: apples, oranges, bananas, pears
Miscellaneous: pastas, sauces, seasonings, baking goods, chicken broth, oil, hot/cold cereals, tuna, peanut
butter, jelly
Monetary donations to purchase food or turkeys will also be accepted. Help is also needed with sorting the
items after the 9:30 service and delivering them to Camden at 1:00 pm on Nov. 24th (People with STRONG
muscles are needed!). For more information, please contact Karen Dvorschak, khumphries@pemb.org.

THE FLORENCE JONES NEEDLEWORK GUILD CHRISTMAS COLLECTION
Florence C. Jones was a long time member of Medford UMC. For many years the Florence C. Jones
Needlework Guild has given Christmas gifts to needy families in our area. We will be collecting children’s
games, clothing (sizes 6 months to 18 years, including smaller items like socks, etc.) and diapers. These
items are given to several organizations, including the Children’s Home of Mt.
Holly.
There will be a box next to the choir room door near the church office for you
to place your unwrapped donations. Please bring your donations by Sunday,
December 1. If you would prefer, gift cards are also being accepted; please place
in an envelope and leave in the box as well. Thank you for your support; any
questions, please contact Carolyn Scheffler at 609/953-0760.
LOV E G O D, S E RV E PEO PL E, TR A N S FO RM L I V ES
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November Brings A New Opportunity From the Busy Bees to You!

Support MUMC While You Shop!
It’s So Easy!!...And Costs You NOTHING!!

The Busy Bees have teamed up with Scrip Fundraising for a program that allows MUMC
families like yours to raise money for our church. Scrip has helped many other non-profits to
raise money, by providing just another way for you to pay for everyday purchases using gift
cards in place of cash, checks, or credit cards.
The way it works is that you purchase gift cards from the Busy Bees at face value, and they
place the orders for you. A small percentage from each card sold comes back to the Busy Bees
which in turn is used to help our church…It’s really that simple!
When you use Scrip gift cards at your favorite retailers, you’re actually fundraising while
you shop. It’s time for us all to put our shopping dollars to work!
IDEA: Think bus drivers, hairdressers, birthdays, anniversaries, Christmas, and more!

(And 100’s

More!)

**PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE FOR ORDERS IS SUNDAY 11/10. Should have cards Sunday 11/17.
Kindly make your check out to “MUMC Busy Bees” when you hand in your order.
The work the MUMC Busy Bees does is grounded in the heart, that is, in the love we have for our church and all its members.
In year’s past we have been able to do some really amazing things for our church. We want to make sure we can continue to
provide monthly programs for the women in our church, such as our Christmas by Candlelight celebration, as well as
providing spiritual decorations for our buildings, representing our church in the community at the Dickens Fest, and so much
more!

" Alone we can do so
little; together we can do so much." – Helen Keller

This year, we challenge EVERY family to do just a little…that means we are shooting for 100% participation in the
Scrip’s fundraising program. If every church family would support this initiative, then the accomplishment can be
something truly wonderful for our church.

The Busy Bees are So Grateful for Your Support!

Shopping Pass in October!

Hope you had fun using your Boscov’s

Please Join Us for Our November Meeting on Monday Nov. 11th at 7:00 PM
Our Hostesses are Kathy Higgins and Nancy Kenderdine

LOV E G O D, S E RV E PEO PL E, TR A N S FO RM L I V ES
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POINSETTIA ORDERS FOR CHRISTMAS

URBAN PROMISE PROM DRESS
COLLECTION

Orders will be taken for three weeks beginning
Sunday, December 1 through Sunday, December
15. Please watch for order forms in the bulletin
and in the December Messenger.

Every young woman deserves the chance to have a beautiful
dress for that special, once-in-a-lifetime event. Here’s how we
can make that happen . . . . help UrbanPromise by donating
gently used prom type dresses. Each winter UrbanPromise
holds an event called the “More Than a Beauty Pageant” to
build confidence and self-esteem in female students of high
school age. UrbanPromise is in need of prom type dresses
(sizes 0-20), dress shoes (sizes 5-12) and costume jewelry.

Please help us decorate our church for Christmas
by purchasing a poinsettia. It is also a nice way to
remember those special people in our lives.

These items will be collected now through November 17.
Please leave these items outside the sanctuary on the
coat rack section labeled UrbanPromise. Any questions,
please contact Linda Campbell at 609/654-1514 or
rcampbell2003@comcast.net. Thank you for your donations.

MUMW ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2019!
(Please note the date change.)
Welcoming all Ladies!!
Our dinner will be held at Medford Village Country Club
Wednesday, December 18, 2019 beginning at 6:00 pm
and our theme this year will be “Victorian Christmas!” Our
speaker will be local historian, Jane Peters Estes, and she
will share with us the origins of many of our past holiday
traditions and highlights Christmas customs observed during
the Civil War (1861-65). Feel free to wear any Victorianinspired clothing or jewelry! Details about the entree choices
and ticket prices will be posted in the bulletin soon. Tickets
will be on sale outside the sanctuary, in the FLC lobby and the
church office beginning
November 17. Mark your calendars and plan to join us!

TRIVIA NIGHT
The church’s fourth annual Trivia Night, hosted by the United
Methodist Women, is on Saturday, November 2, from 7:00 - 9:00
p.m. in Bowker Hall. Teams will compete for trophies and bragging
rights, so grab some friends and family and put together a group
of no more than six. 100 questions will be from ten different
categories. Entry fee for each team is $25.00; all proceeds go the
World Thank ministry. Reserve a table now! Contact Suzy Cress
at 856/797-8601 or cress13@comcast.net. Snacks and drinks
provided.

LOV E G O D, S E RV E PEO PL E, TR A N S FO RM L I V ES
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UPPER ROOM DISCIPLINES 2020
Reading and reflecting on scripture is a spiritual practice that provides daily inspiration and spiritual
nourishment for those who seek God. In this best-selling devotional guide, readers encounter a diverse
community of thoughtful Christian writers and theologians who guide them toward a deeper relationship with
God.
Each reading in The Upper Room Disciplines includes a selected scripture passage, a meditation on the
scripture, and a prayer or suggestion for reflection. Each week of devotions is written by one author and
focuses on one theme to provide extended depth into how the ancient stories of the Bible apply to our lives
today.
These readings are also used by the Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study as their guide. If you want to take
Disciplines wherever you go, it is available as an eBook, too.
We strongly encourage our church family to enter into the discipline of daily reading of Scripture and reflection
upon it. This is a good way to start. If you are interested in purchasing a copy of Disciplines 2020 for yourself
or as a gift for someone else, please drop off payment with Lisa in the church office no later than Monday,
November 18. Regular print copies are $12 and large print copies are $14. A sign up sheet is located outside
the sanctuary.

COMMUNITY SPIRITUAL
BREAKFAST
sponsored by the Medford Rotary will take
place on Wednesday, November 27 from
7:30 am to 9:00 am at the Medford Lakes
Country Club. All are invited to attend a
time of giving thanks to God for our many
blessings. Pastor Kathleen will be the keynote
speaker of the morning. Tickets: $19 each.
Please contact the church office to RSVP.

COMMUNITY INTERFAITH
THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Sunday, November 24, 4:00 – 5:00 pm
Medford Friends Meeting
14 Union St., Medford
Join your neighbors from various area faith
communities as we gather to thank God for
our many blessings. This is a great opportunity
to connect with others and build bridges of
understanding. Last year’s interfaith service
was a thoughtful time of prayer and sharing,
and we look forward to welcoming you again!

THE

F OOD
BOOK
OF SOUTH JERSEY

10

$

For $10 You Get:

$10 at ShopRite
$10 at Murphy’s Fresh Markets
Free Crab Fries at Chickie’s & Pete’s
$10 at LaScala’s Fire
$15 at The Pop Shop
$20 at Braddock’s Tavern
$10 at Roselli’s Italian Market
and many more great deals!

Proceeds benefit the
The Scholarship Fund
Sale runs through Sunday November 10th.
Questions? Want to purchase a book?
Contact Bethany Carl at bethany@medfordumc.org or stop by/call
the church office - (609) 654-8111 - to make your
purchase or reserve your book today!

Eating for a
Purpose

EACH BOOK COSTS $10
The Food Book offers coupons to many food-related establishments in South Jersey.
The purchase of each book raises money for our local schools and communities.
For advertising and fundraising information, please visit www.foodbooksj.com.

LOV E G O D, S E RV E PEO PL E, TR A N S FO RM L I V ES
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MEDFORD UNITED METHODIST MEN’S
BREAKFAST
On Saturday, November 9 at 8:00 am the MUMM will have
their monthly breakfast in Bowker Hall. The featured speaker
will be Anthony S. “Tony” Black, a record holding jockey who
holds many honors in North American Thoroughbred Horse
racing. He won his first race on June 15, 1970, the same day
he graduated from Haddon Township High School.
On May 1, 2006, at age 54 he became only the 21st jockey in
North American to win 5,000 races. He also broke the record
for most consecutive wins by a jockey on July 30, 1993 to win
9 consecutive races; the record was held for 63 years by Albert
Adams.
A lifelong resident of Haddon Township he is also a legendary high school wrestler and has given back a
significant part of his life to the local community and to jockeys in need of help to cover medical expenses.
Milt Eisenhardt says, “I have known Tony for over 55 years as he was in my brother’s graduation class and his
brother Nick was in mine. You won’t be disappointed when you hear his amazing story and some great local
history.”
All men of any age are welcome to join us for our 5-Star Breakfast Buffet. Please contact Bruce Rosvold
(pbrosvold179@verizon.net) for additional information or to be included in the email notification list.

LOOKING BACK AT MUMC MIGRANT
WORKER OUTREACH
Welcome Bienvenido Bienvenue
Submitted by MUMC Outreach Committee
The words “Welcome, Bienvenido and Bienvenue”
(Welcome in English, Spanish and French) are the
words on the front of a T-Shirt one of our committee
members still possess from a 2006 summer
Farmworker Festival sponsored by Southern Jersey
Family Medical Centers, Inc. in Hammonton. That was
a very special time in history for MUMC, SJFM and
Migrant Workers in South Jersey. In the early 2000’s,
MUMC became involved in Migrant work through the
invitation and education of Amanda Rives, daughter
of church members Oran and Marta, who was the
Health Education and Migrant Outreach Coordinator
at SJFM.
During that time period, migrant workers were
recognized as important contributors to NJ farmers’
ability to get crops to market and their efforts were
appreciated. SJFM, with the help of community-based
organizations like MUMC, conducted a Migrant
Summer Health festival for several years which was
considered the “social event of the season” by the
migrant community. Activities ranged from health
screenings to a soccer tournament and the event
attendance was significant. MUMC

contributed at these events with many bicycles
refurbished by members, hot food cooked on site,
water, face painting and an assortment of clothing
without charge.
Conditions in government and society have changed
over time, resulting in a much-reduced summer
migrant community in South Jersey and labor
shortages for farmers in recent years. MUMC and
First United Methodist Church of Hammonton have
worked together with SJFM for many years and to
those who have given to the Migrant Worker fund,
please know that your financial support has been
so appreciated. But, as the migrant community has
continued to deplete it has become harder and
harder to find real needs to meet. Earlier this year,
both MUMC and FUMC came to the conclusion,
independently, that the churches needed to seek
other ways to serve and respond to the needs of
others. The Outreach Committee brought this decision
to Church Council where the decision to look for other
serving opportunities was supported.
We hope that this brief report gives you the
opportunity to be proud of past efforts and hold
positive thoughts for how we can serve others
and make their lives better. In that regard, we will
be providing details for a new Christmas program
involving Urban Promise in the near future. Please
stay tuned for details.

LOV E G O D, S E RV E PEO PL E, TR A N S FO RM L I V ES
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SUPPORT MEDFORD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH THROUGH IRA QUALIFIED
CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTIONS!
If you already financially support our church and you are over 70 ½ you HAVE to take a distribution from your
IRA. Would you like to donate that RMD distribution, or more, to MUMC and at the same time avoid paying
Federal Income Tax on that distribution? A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD), from your IRA, can help
you do just that!
The QCD is a tax law provision that allows you to exclude, otherwise taxable distributions from your IRA,
as long as you have the distribution transferred directly from your IRA to MUMC — you don’t report the IRA
distribution in your gross income and you don’t take a deduction for the QCD, either. With much higher
standard deduction amounts ushered in by the new Federal Tax laws, itemizing deductions may no longer be
available for you, rendering QCDs even more appealing!
What You Need To Do Now:
First, you must be 70½ or older in order to be eligible to make QCDs. Then contact your Financial Advisor
or IRA Trustee and let them know that you “want to make a QCD from your IRA.” They will supply you with
the paperwork for you to sign, instructing them to make a distribution from your Traditional IRA (other than
SEP and SIMPLE IRAs) directly to the church. You can donate and exclude up to $100,000 IRA Income, by
using the QCD provision each year. And if you file a joint return, your spouse (if 70½ or older) can exclude an
additional $100,000 of QCDs.
Note: You don’t get to deduct QCDs as a charitable contribution on your federal income tax return — that
would be double-dipping. QCDs can count toward satisfying any required minimum distributions (RMDs) as
long as it is done first, before the RMD Distribution. As always, please consult your Tax Professional and/or
Financial Advisor for the specific QCD process, rules and the tax benefit to your personal tax situation.
Blessings to You,
Ginger Harriett, Finance Committee Representative

ALL CHURCH WORK DAY
Our last work day of this year will be SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 9 at 9:00 am. Our focus will be
raking, mulching and outdoor cleanup to prepare
the grounds for the holiday season, but there will
be indoor work too. Participants of all ages can
participate in this event. Please bring your rakes,
leaf blowers, (needed fuel) and tarps. Coffee and
donuts will be provided! WE CAN USE YOUR HELP,
so if you haven’t made it out to a work day yet,
hopefully this will be your opportunity! For more
information, please contact Tom Bintliff at
tbintliff@comcast.net.

DOWNLOAD THE
MUMC APP!
This new tool brings together all things MUMC in one
convenient place. Miss a sermon? Catch up with the
video or audio from last week’s message. Read the
latest news, announcements and events. Manage your
recurring giving. Download and install it today - text
“medfordapp” to 77977 to go directly to the download
page, or search your app store for “Medford UMC.”
And send us your feedback - you can do that right from
the app!
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Business Directory

Medford United Methodist Church thanks you for your support!
Would you like to advertise your Business in the Newsletter? Please contact the Church Office
(609)654-8111 or office@medfordumc.org

Your Ad could
be here
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Music & Youth
Leaves are changing to brilliant colors and falling to the ground – ready
for the rake! Baskets of apples beckon from roadside stands and children
can’t wait to don costumes and call “Trick or Treat!” Ah, autumn; the
celebrations it brings to mind are Halloween, Veterans Day and, still a way
off, Thanksgiving. Isn’t it annoying to go into a store and be bombarded
already with items for Christmas? But wait – some of our MUMC family
have been involved with Christmas preparations since those leaves began
to fall. All our choir members are working hard on music for this most
joyous season when, it seems as if song is everywhere.
Here’s the good news – you can join them, even if you can’t commit to a full
year of singing. Once more, those adult singers who have been unable to
participate in our vocal choirs on a regular basis are invited to join with us
for our Choral Candlelight Service. This event will take place on Sunday, December 15 at 7:00 pm and is always one of the
highlights of the Christmas season. If you enjoy choral singing and would like to sing with us for this special presentation,
it is very easy to do. Just plan to attend rehearsals from 8:30 till around 9:15 pm, beginning on November 5 or 7. This
will give you a good amount of time to learn the music and feel comfortable singing with the group, but won’t involve a
year-long commitment (although that can always be arranged!). Adult rehearsals are held in the choir room on Tuesdays
or Thursdays, beginning at 8:30 pm. If you would like to investigate this idea further, please call Carol at 609/953-3805,
609/706-0627 or email Crlrlly@aol.com - or just come out to rehearsal, where you can be assured of a warm welcome.
Please remember, also, that any of your younger family members are invited to participate in the fun of MUMC musical
Christmas festivities. Besides singing on Sunday mornings, our Jr. Choir presents a special program for the Busy Bees on
December 9 and both Jr. and Youth Choirs sing at the Candlelight Service and at one of our Christmas Eve services.
Jr, Choir (grades 2 – 6) rehearsal – Thursday, 4:15 – 5:15 pm
Youth Choir (grades 7 – 12) rehearsal - Thursday, 7:15 – 8:25 pm
Why not make music at Medford Methodist a part of your Christmas celebration?
November is the time that we think about all that we are thankful for. Our curriculum revolves
around the Thanksgiving holiday and related topics like nutrition. We are well settled into our
school year and everyone feels comfortable and like family. We, here at the preschool, are
always thankful for our church home and our wonderful students and their families. These
children truly become “our children” and we love to see them progress through the years.
We are happy to have a full house here this year, but we do open enrollment for the 2020-21
school year in January! If you are interested in joining our Medford Methodist Preschool family,
please give us a call at 609/654-8112 or email at preschool@medfordumc.org. We have
programs for ages 18 months – six years. The school is open Monday through Friday from 8:00
am – 4:00 pm. In the afternoons we have enrichment clubs that expand and build on our
morning programs and incorporate even more creative thinking and problem solving.
Happy Thanksgiving!
LOV E G O D, S E RV E PEO PL E, TR A N S FO RM L I V ES
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Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.”

YOUTH CONNECTIONS: ENCOURAGING
GRATITUDE IN OUR YOUTH
How can we encourage gratitude? We can model
sincere appreciation. Teens and tweens absolutely
notice when the adults around them have an
attitude of gratitude and when they don’t. Every
adult in an adolescent’s life is teaching them how
to behave through their actions. So as a part of our
church family, I encourage each of us to comment
on the small stuff to the youth of our church. Every
day someone opens a door for us, smiles kindly,
makes eye contact, wishes us well or pays us a welldeserved compliment. Express appreciation for these
things and point out that they make our days better
and connect us to other people in our community in a
positive way. This is my November challenge to you.

Our Sunday Evening Themes This Month:
3rd – 5th graders will Experience God through
Science (STEAM). Children are encouraged to attend
to experience hands on and interactive fun while
being reminded of God’s love for all!
6th – 8th graders & 9th – 12 graders: Know &
Use Your Gifts. Youth will be encouraged to explore
what their gifts are and how they can share them
with others. This follows our September’s theme of
Spend Time with Others (Community) where youth
were reminded that we are a community of believers
that are here for each other. These are the first of
four spiritual habits of Discipleship that we will be
exploring this year.
Sunday Mornings:
High School Happenings is a small group for 9th –
12th graders being held every Sunday morning from
9:20 – 10:30am in the FLC (meet in the lobby). This
is a time for high school youth to come talk about
what’s happening in their lives, listen to the sermon
livestreamed and talk through how the message
can impact their lives as they re-charge for the week
ahead.

Peace be with you as we enter a season of Thanks
Giving!
Bethany

Special Events!
3rd – 5th Grade Pizza & A Movie – Nov. 7th, 5:307:00 pm in Bowker Hall
6th – 12th Grade Lock – In & Cedar Run Refuge
Service Event – Nov. 7th & 8th, 7:30 pm (Thurs) –
1:00 pm (Fri)

Youth News

**************************************

Youth Fellowship Nights are meeting regularly every
Sunday night in the FLC at the following times:
4:15 – 5:45 pm, Upper Elementary Youth Group (3rd
– 5th graders)
6:00 – 8:00 pm, Middle & High School Youth Groups
(6th – 8th graders & 9th – 12th graders)

Are you someone who enjoys hanging out with kids?
We are always looking for volunteers who would enjoy
coming to hang out with any of the three age groups
of Youth (3rd-5th, 6th-8th or 9th-12th) for Sunday
Evening Youth Fellowship. You don’t have to be a
teacher, you don’t have to be available every Sunday
night and you don’t have to have children that are
currently in the program either! We would love for you
to join in the fun of Sunday Night gatherings. Please
email Bethany Carl at bethany@medfordumc.org to
express you interest and get more details.

(No YF meeting on Nov. 10 – Teacher’s Convention
Weekend)

Scripture Focus: Ephesians 2:10
“10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ

LOV E G O D, S E RV E PEO PL E, TR A N S FO RM L I V ES
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Check out our on-line calendar for recent updates
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Our Regular Worship Schedule
8:15 am
9:30 am
Center
9:30 am
11:00 am
4:15 pm
6:00 pm

Morning Communion Service in
Sanctuary
Contemporary Worship in Family Life 		
Sunday School for all ages
Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
Youth Fellowship (grades 3-5)
Youth Fellowship (grades 6-12)
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Deadline for the December
issue is November 15th

GO PAPERLESS!
And get your copy of the
Messenger in FULL color!
You can help our church to save postage
expense and copying costs by simply going
to our website and signing up to receive
the Messenger via email! You will receive
your Messenger days before the snail mail
version would arrive.
Hey, it’s the GREEN thing to do!
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