May, 2019 vol. 39 no. 5

www.medfordumc.org

The shape of the UMC is getting clearer, even as its future becomes more uncertain.
Near the end of April, the Judicial Council, the church’s “supreme court,” ruled on the Traditional Plan passed at the
Special General Conference in February. Though they struck down several portions as unconstitutional, several provisions
remain, including a ban on consecrating new bishops who are “self-avowed homosexuals,” harsher penalties for clergy who
celebrate same-sex unions, and rules that would require bishops to refuse ordination to gay or lesbian candidates – even if
approved by the clergy of the annual conference. These provisions go into effect January 1, 2020.
Though the rulings clarify our situation, I am saddened by the outcome. After reading the decision, I believe the Judicial
Council’s ruling is correct on the points of the law. I am also very much aware that “correct” is not always equivalent to
“right.”
Since General Conference, there have been statements of protest from clergy and laity across the world (the Greater NJ
statement is available here: bit.ly/GNJOpenLetter). The Germany Central Conference has stated that it will not abide by
the new rules. The entire Western Jurisdiction has promised to move forward in something like the rejected “One Church”
plan model, where individual congregations and clergy can act according to their consciences. A few United Methodistrelated colleges and universities have voted to sever ties with the denomination. I expect more will follow. The approved
legislation included a process for churches to exit the denomination. One NJ church has already taken a vote to do so.
Again, I expect more to follow.
Later this month, Pastor Adam Hamilton of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection near Kansas City will gather
leaders from every US annual conference to discuss options for those who cannot support the Traditional Plan. It is unclear
what will result from these conversations, which have been happening at various levels of the denomination. It could be that
a new expression of Methodism is about to be born.
As you can see, there’s A LOT happening in the denomination. What’s happening closer to home?
Here in Greater New Jersey, we have convened a “Way Forward” team to discuss what our response will be. As it is brand
new, it remains to be seen what sort of proposals that team might bring. They have created a page where you can submit
your hopes for what they might achieve for GNJ – find it at bit.ly/GNJWayForward. I expect this year’s annual conference
session to be quite tense, especially as we elect delegates to the 2020 session of General Conference.
At our April meeting, our Church Council reviewed various responses to the vote of General Conference. There is strong,
though not unanimous, sentiment in the Council that the General Conference vote leads the UMC in the wrong direction. To
that end, after reviewing our options, we decided to explore the process of becoming a Reconciling Church. The Reconciling
Ministries Network is made up of over 1000 churches that have gone through an intentional process of conversation,
education and discernment to welcome and affirm people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. We are gathering
information on other churches’ experience of the process and the commitments required so that the Council can have a
fuller discussion at our next meeting in May.
Please keep your congregation, your leaders, your pastors and the United Methodist Church in prayer during this difficult
time.
Peace, Joe
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“Kandidly Kathleen”
As you are aware after reading Pastor Joe’s article, the MUMC Church Council has voted to explore the
process of becoming a Reconciling Congregation. What does that mean?
What is the process to become a Reconciling Congregation?
The Reconciling process takes intentional planning, educating, and organizing so that a whole community
can live into the vision of a fully inclusive church and world. Congregations and Communities who affiliate with
Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) embrace RMN’s goal of full inclusion of LGBT persons in the church, both
in policy and in practice, and engage in the Ministry of Reconciliation in two ways:
•
Outreach, welcome, and ministry with and for LGBTQ persons in the local setting.
•
Create ongoing opportunities to engage in dialogue, build relationships, and advocate for the
necessary changes to the discriminatory statements and policies in our Book of Discipline including those
that prohibit same-sex marriage officiated by UM clergy, same-sex marriage ceremonies held in our sanctuaries,
and the ordination of gay and lesbian persons called to ministry.
The basic requirement to affiliate with RMN is a public statement of inclusion that particularly mentions
“people of all sexual orientations and gender identities.” This is also an opportunity to consider all who might feel
marginalized or unwelcomed by the church.
Why should Medford UMC consider becoming a Reconciling Congregation?
As long as the United Methodist denomination holds policies that exclude LGBTQIA people from the full life of
the church it is necessary for our congregation to witness for a fully inclusive church.
When would Medford UMC decide?
While the process seems simple, the length of time it takes to reach Reconciling Ministries status depends
on the individuals in the congregation. We design our process and we choose when to make a decision. This is
not a covenant to be entered lightly. The congregation needs to agree that they will welcome ALL, and that ALL
means ALL, with no reservations.
Hundreds of congregations that have become Reconciling Congregations throughout the United States. The
MUMC Church Council is ready to explore a Medford UMC covenant to be open and affirming of every person
who seeks to Love God, Serve Others, and Transform Lives in ministry and mission with this congregation.

GRADUATES TO BE HONORED ON SUNDAY, JUNE 2nd at 11:00 am
Please let us know the names of those in your family who will be graduating this year from
highschool, college or professional program. Graduates who are members of our church will be
honored with a gift. All graduates will have their names printed on a special bulletin insert. If you
want to include someone in your family who is graduating, please fill out the form (on the table
outside the sanctuary and in the FLC foyer) and retrn it to the church office by Tuesday, June 4.
Or send an email to the office with your name, graduate’s name, college/high school,
degree/program and their relationship to you.
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MUMC Red Cross Blood Drive
Medford UMC will host its spring Red Cross Blood Drive on Thursday, May 23rd,
2019 from 2:00 – 7:00 pm. Our church continues to make a difference in the lives
of those who are medically compromised and in need of blood transfusions. We are
one of the most productive sites and hope you can help us continue this outreach
tradition. You can contact Lesley Koengetter at kKoengetter9@comcast.net or
609/268-9043 if you have questions or to schedule an appointment; or sign-up online
at www.redcrossblood.org. Remember to check out Rapid Pass on the web site. You
can complete the reading of materials required the day of the drive on your computer
and bring your printed pass with you. Then you will not have to do any reading at the
site. Please consider making a donation on May 23rd. Thank you!!

“Growing Together in Faith”
Campaign Tops $1M in Gifts
The week of Easter, we celebrated
another milestone in the “Growing Together
in Faith” capital campaign, as our total
gifts received topped $1 million. This is an
AMAZING achievement made possible
by God’s grace and your generosity. At
this writing, we are only $400 away from
achieving 100% of our goal.

Busy Bees Are Buzzing in May
Program & Meeting: Monday, May 13th, 7:00 PM
It’s a Tea Party!
All are welcome to join us for a tea party to welcome the Month of May.
All you need to do is bring your favorite tea cup and a headful of ideas for the
Busy Bees and think of new and exciting ways to raise money for our church.
Our hostesses are planning a program for all to enjoy.
Please Save the Date:
PJ Whelihans Summer “Cabin Fever Escape”
Wednesday, July 17th 4:00 - 8:00 pm
If you have any questions, please contact one of our hostesses:
Bette Banks, (609) 859-0023, Carolyn Scheffler, (609) 953-0760, Janet Scheffler, (856) 424-3194
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One Worship Service
Memorial Day Weekend – May 26
One of our goals is to help people connect with each other and build community.
That gives us a good reason to worship together as one church in one service on
Memorial Day weekend. Mark your calendars and join us for a service of Holy
Communion at 10:00 am in the Family Life Center! Out of town? Check out our
livestream at facebook.com/MedfordUMC.

Did You Know Medford United Methodist
Has A Softball Team?!

Are you interested in playing?
Here’s what you need to know . . .

1. Practices begin the last week of April and games start
the first week of May. We play 2 games a week and
we play at: Hartford Crossing (across from Lenape
High School), Bunning Field in Medford and Willow
Ridge Field in Marlton.
2. Players must be 18 years old to play, male or female.
3. To sign up or for more information contact Gary Plummer at 609/781-3125 to be added to the team roster and
email list. Players need to sign an insurance waiver to be eligible to play.
4. There is no long term commitment; just come to the games you can make.
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DONATE or JOIN Team
Medford UMC at the PEDAL
for PROMISE Fundraiser
Camden’s Urban Promise Academy is hosting the
Pedal for Promise fundraiser on Saturday, May 11,
2019. TEAM MEDFORD UMC plans to ride and requests
your financial donations to bring quality Christian education programming to Camden’s
vulnerable youth.
We would love to have more riders for the team, too!!
Donate to Team Medford UMC or Register on line: crowdrise.com/team-Medford-UMC
Cash donations may be given to Pastor Kathleen or any team member.
•
Start time and location: 8:00 am, Sat at the Valenzano Winery in Shamong.
•
Mileage: 12 miles, 30 miles, or metric century for cyclists of all abilities and
		
ages, from families to serious cyclists.
•
Included: stocked rest stops, SAG support, lunch and complementary wine 		
		tasting.
•
Team Medford UMC currently includes: Tom Bintliff, Heidi and Mike Polhemus,
Steve Reduker and Wayne Richards.
If you don’t plan to ride, please donate to the team and join Pastor Kathleen as a spectator
and cheerleader!

United Methodist Women’s
Annual Spring Flower Sale!!
As a father once said: “Spring has sprung. The grass has riz. I wonder where the flowers is?”
Well, one way to guarantee that you will have those flowers is to order your bedding plants and hanging baskets
during the UMW’s Annual Spring Flower Sale!
You will have a choice of beautiful and hearty bedding plants (flats of 32 plants) from Russo’s: begonias,
impatiens, vincas (and maybe, other selections). In addition, there will be choice of gorgeous hanging baskets
perfect for Mother’s Day!
A UMW representative will be outside the sanctuary and in the FLC lobby to accept your order on April 21st,
April 28th, and May 5th.
Pick-up will be on Saturday, May 11th, in the church parking lot between 9:00 am and 2:00 pm. There will be
additional plants available from Russo’s during that time.
Please note: Mother’s Day is May 12th!
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It is hard to believe that another school year has flown by! This month
will be the culmination of all of our hard work and learning fun for the
2018-19 school year. We have a lot of excitement planned to celebrate.
The Pre-k and TK classes will go to PAWS Farm, the Nursery classes will visit
Cedar Run and put on a special Mother’s Tea, and our whole preschool family
will get together for a picnic. We will talk about Mother’s Day, Father’s Day,
transportation, go on a safari, and celebrate Cinqo de Mayo.
Many of our classes are full for next year, but others still have openings.
If you would like to find out more and/or schedule a visit, please contact
Maribeth Lloyd at 609/654-8112, or at preschool@medfordumc.org. We love
to make new friends!
Youth Fellowship, 3rd - 12th graders:
Sunday, May 5 - Youth Fellowship at Freedom
Park, 6:00 - 7:30 pm: Enjoy playing games, eating
water ice and spending time with friends.
Sunday, May 12 - No Youth Fellowship - Spend
time celebrating your MOM!
Sunday, May 19 - No Youth Fellowship - Please
plan to attend our Jr. and Youth Choir Musical:
Babble at Babel. Many youth of our church will be
performing in the musical that retells the Bible story of the people of Babel. You don’t want to miss it!
Sunday, May 26 - No Youth Fellowship - Happy Memorial Day Weekend!
Sunday June 2 - Year End Event: Water Games at the Church! Let’s celebrate a wonderful year of
fellowship with some good old summer time fun.
June 8 - Attend the Church BBQ as a Family!!
Additional information will be emailed on a weekly basis through the month. If you would like to be
added to the Youth Contact List for Youth Fellowship News, please send Bethany Carl an email at
bethany@medfordumc.org with this request.
Our Youth Mission Trip for 8th - 12th graders!
We are getting closer to our Mission Trip scheduled for June 30th - July 6th to R.E.A.C.H in Roanoke,
VA at REACH, the mission is to restore hope, alleviate loneliness and empower individuals by bringing
folks together to transform homes, lives, and entire communities.
Congregation members can expect to hear more about our upcoming trip through Mission Moment
messages in worship and through our Fundraising efforst!! Stay Tuned!!
Music Rehearsals
Tuesdays:

6:45 Celebration Bells (11:00 Service)
7:30 Jubilation Bells (8:15 Service)
8:30 Wesley Choir (8:15 Service)

Thursdays:

4:15 Junior Choir
6:15 Youth Bell Choir
7:15 Youth Vocal Choir
7:30 Praise Band
8:30 Garwood Choir (11:00 Service)

Sundays:

5:00 - 5:45 Chimes
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By the time you read this, our Jr. and Youth Choir members will be busily rehearsing for their annual spring
musical. This year’s production is entitled Babble at Babel, which tells the Old Testament story of the foolish folk
who tried to build a tower reaching to Heaven, then saw their project crumble when God caused the all to speak in
different languages. The composers, Albert Zable and Tribly Jordan, see this as a metaphor for man’s alienation
from each other and, ultimately, from God. They further point out that “…we often fail to listen with sympathy and
understanding to those around us who [do] speak our language. And, if we do listen, we often don’t really hear.”
That’s a lesson to which we should all pay attention.
You will have two chances to attend our performance: Sunday, May 19 at 7:00 and two weeks later, Sunday,
June 2, during 11:00 worship. We are blessed with a wonderful group of very talented young people. Be sure to
come and see them use those talents in ways not often displayed on Sunday morning. Wouldn’t this be a great
opportunity to invite some friends, neighbors or relatives to share in this aspect of our church’s ministry?
Although this production is foremost in our choristers’ minds right now, remember that it is just one part of their
choral experience. Unlike school or community efforts, in which the cast works towards one specific performance,
our singers participate musically in the life of our church all year. Their primary obligation is to provide choral
music for 11:00 Sunday morning worship, which they do very well. Participation in special services during
Christmas, Lent and Easter give the experience of singing seasonal selections, sometimes in partnership with the
adult choirs. During rehearsals, time is spent discussing Biblical passages or historic Christian ideas which occur
in the texts of the anthems being learned. Our musical usually examines one Bible story in detail, bringing out the
lessons to be learned from it, with a few chuckles and snappy songs along the way.
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Junior & Youth Choir

Babble
at Babel
Presented by
Junior and Youth Choirs
of the
Medford United Methodist Church
Carol Reilly, Director
May 19, 2019 - 7:00 pm
June 2, 2019 - 11:00 am
2 Hartford Road, Medford, NJ
Words by Trilby Jordan
Music by Albert Zabel
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Explore where
God’s power can
take you!
Join us at to
Mars and Beyond
vacation bible
school
July 22-26, 2019,
9:00 am. to 12:00 pm
4 years old & potty trained through entering 5th grade
Payment of $25 due with registration
Registration begins Monday, May 20th and continues until VBS is full.
Watch for details coming soon!
Blast off with the first VBS to land on the moon! To Mars and Beyond will help kids discover the wonders of God’s
universe. They will become Voyagers on a journey through space, exploring where God’s power can take them.
Along their voyage, they’ll learn how God walked with heroes of the Bible, and that God is always with them, too.
Add to the adventure with out-of-this-world fun, learning, and timeless Bible stories that inspire kids to give glory to
God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine!
Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his power at work within us.
(Ephesians 3:20)
Join to Mars and Beyond VBS as a Youth Crew Leader or as an Adult Group Leader or Station Leader! Childcare
will be available for all volunteers.
Do you have a youth who is entering 6th grade or beyond?
Do they love to have fun and laugh?
Is your youth ready to embark on an adventure this summer?
Would they enjoy making new friends and leading a small group of children on an exploration of God’s amazing
world?
They are perfect candidates to create an amazing experience at to Mars and Beyond!
Adults like to play, too, so maybe you would like to be an Adult Group Leader or Station Leader! You can make
a big difference in the lives of children this summer by volunteering to assist. There are many roles available to
choose from!
Contact Erica Risser EHRisser@gmail.com for information for adult volunteers and Pastor Kathleen for youth
volunteer applications.
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“Everyone Needs A Purpose.” ~ John Cornue
Some people content themselves in
staying safely within their comfort zone.
Not knowing what the next step might
bring is enough to discourage them from
even taking it. Then there’s John Cornue
of Mount Laurel. An active member of the
Medford United Methodist Church, John
likes nothing better than to bring comfort to
those less fortunate -- especially children.
When he signed on as a volunteer with the
Urban Promise Thrift Store in Maple Shade,
contentment met him at the door.“Everyone
needs a purpose in life, and I just enjoy
being here,” he explains. “The Urban Promise Thrift Store is a good place to hang
my hat.” Cornue works Mondays and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and takes part in
everything from helping open and close the store to repairing items inside, driving bags
of unwanted clothing to a storage facility in Pennsauken and interacting with customers.
Store manager Jan Bean can’t praise Cornue enough. “He’s also very nice and
encouraging to me personally,” she says. “I particularly appreciate his spiritual depth. He
knows the Lord and loves the Lord, and that just radiates from him.”The Urban Promise
Thrift Store came into being about two years ago as a non-profit social enterprise.
It was created to help generate funding and awareness for Urban Promise Ministry
programs that enable young people in Camden to develop and realize their potential. It
also provides entry-level work experience and job training for those same individuals.
Matthew Speh, the store’s co-founder and program director, says 90 percent of the store’s
customer base is located in Maple Shade, with other shoppers coming from Pennsauken,
Camden, Cherry Hill, Moorestown, Cinnaminson and Mount Laurel. Customers leaving
favorable reviews say the store is maintained nicer than most in terms of high quality of
merchandise, cleanliness and reasonable pricing. While the store’s top-selling category is
women’s clothing, it also offers men’s and children’s clothing, small appliances, furniture,
books and toys.The shop is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday, with
Saturday usually its busiest day. Prices for most things approximate that which is charged
at other thrift stores. For more unique items, Speh tries to set prices at 50% of what
people can buy those same items for on sites such as eBay.
For more information on the store or how to volunteer, call 1-609-388-8500 or talk with John.
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Our Regular Worship Schedule
8:15 am

Morning Communion Service
in Sanctuary
9:30 am Contemporary Worship
in Family LIfe Center
9:30 am Sunday School for all ages
11:00 am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
6:00 pm Youth Fellowship (grades 3-8)
7:30 pm Youth Fellowship (grades 9-12
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