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Friends,
There’s been a lot going on in the life of the UMC
as reactions to the 2019 Special General Conference
continue to unfold.
Several members of our annual conference
attended a Minneapolis gathering of affirming and
progressive voices called UM Forward, which was
intentionally designed to place the voices of LGBTQ
persons and persons of color at the center. That
event happened May 17-18, and the proclamation
produced by attendees is available at um-forward.org.
A few days later, May 20-22, 10 members of the
Greater NJ Annual Conference met with 600 others
from every US annual conference at a gathering
called UMC Next (facebook.com/UMCNext). This event
was held at the UM Church of the Resurrection (Rev.
Adam Hamilton’s church) and was billed as a meeting
of centrists and progressives to discuss what might
come next for the Methodist movement in the US.
Though there was some disagreement about whether
to remain in the UMC and work for change, or to start
something new, those gathered were in agreement on
a few key ideas:
•
They are “passionate followers” of
Jesus Christ in the Wesleyan tradition.
•
They are committed to their baptismal
vows “to resist evil, injustice and oppression in
whatever forms they present themselves.”
•
They reject the Traditional Plan as
inconsistent with Wesleyan tradition and theology and
will resist its implementation.
•
They intend to create a church – either
by reform from within the UMC or by developing a
new Methodism – that will include all people without
exception.
Both of these were important gatherings, and I’m
looking forward to getting some first-hand accounts
of what was discussed at both. I hope to have
opportunities for those conversations soon.

Closer to home, we just returned from the 2019
Session of the Greater New Jersey Annual
Conference, held from May 19-21. From Medford
UMC, we had Pastor Kathleen, Steve and Jeneene
Reduker, Alana Miller and myself in attendance. It’s
fair to say that we’re still processing our emotions.
It was tense as we elected delegates for the 2020
General Conference. There were questions about
an email that had been sent to all the members of
annual conference in advance of voting. However, in
the end, we elected a very diverse slate of candidates
in terms of age and race/ethnicity. The slate is mostly
affirming in its stance on LGBTQ inclusion.
Annual conference is generally a hopeful moment
in the life of the church. We ordain clergy, praise God
through fantastic worship, and celebrate the ministry
of our church. However, this year we ended on a
difficult and down note. Some exercises that were
planned to foster dialogue across positions didn’t go
well. People on both sides went away feeling like they
were not heard or valued. Legislation and resolutions
that were prepared to address the situation were not
permitted to come before the body.
It was hard and left me somewhat less hopeful
about our ability to address the divide on LGBTQ
inclusion at the annual conference level. However, I
do not believe that our interpersonal relationships are
dramatically affected – at least not yet. And that gives
me hope that with good leadership we’ll find our way
through this as our conference Committee on the Way
Forward makes plans to pilot “new expressions” of
Methodism. No one is exactly sure what that means
(yet). But the vision is of groups of churches who can
thrive by doing ministry according to their calling and
conscience.
Please continue to keep us all in prayer!
Peace,
Joe
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Church Happenings

Summer Worship Schedule
Begins June 23rd

We look forward to seeing you in worship this Summer. Here’s the schedule from June 23rd through
September 1st:
9:00 am Contemporary Worship in the Family Life Center
10:30 am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
In June, we have a number of special events and services happening on Sundays. Our regular worship
schedule continues through June 16: 8:15 am - Morning Worship with Communion, 9:30 am - Contemporary
Worship, 11:00 am - Traditional Worship.
June 2		
			
			
			

8:15 - Morning Worship with Communion
9:30 - Contemporary Worship - no Holy Communion
11:00 - Graduates honored and Jr. & Youth Choir Musical - “Babble in BAbel”
No Holy Communion

June 9		
			
			

8:15 - Morning Worship with Communion
9:30 - Contemporary Worship
11:00 - Confirmation

June 16
			

8:15 & 11:00 Father’s Day/Super Sunday - A special end-of year musical celebration 		
featuring all our vocal & bell choirs
9:30 - Contemporary Worship in the Family Life Center

June 23
			
			

SUMMER SCHEDULE BEGINS
9:00 am - Contemporary Worship in the Family Life Center
10:30 am - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
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Busy Bees Are Buzzing in June

Join Us on Monday, June 10th, 6:30 pm
Potluck Dinner
All are welcome to join us for potluck dinner for our final meeting before summer break. All you need to
do is bring your favorite dish to share....appetizer, main dish, or dessert, whatever you like! Something new
is that it will be a BYOB, bring your own beverage, for this fun night.

Please Save the Date:
P.J. Whelihan’s Summer “Cabin Fever Escape”
Wednesday, July 17th 4:00 - 8:00 pm
All money raised goes toward helping our church in any way we can. Most recently the Busy Bees have
been able to purchase the new refrigerator for the Family Life Center as well as the lovely Nativity that will
be used in the FLC for many years to come. With your help, we look forward to more ways we can serve
Medford United Methodist Church. Hope to see you at P.J.’s!

JOIN US ON SUNDAY, JUNE 9TH AT 11:00 AM AS OUR 2019 CONFIRMATION CLASS
TAKE THEIR VOWS OF MEMBERSHIP
The pastors, mentors, and students have had a wonderful year of discovery
as all have deepened their relationships with God and with one another.
Their adult leaders have guided them on a faith journey that has allowed our
youth to deepen their faith as members of the church. Confirmation Sunday is a
wonderful opportunity to celebrate with your young people as they each profess
the decision to become a member of Medford United Methodist Church. This is a momentous occassion and a
rite of passage, and we hope you’ll join us in the celebration.
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ANNUAL DIAPER DRIVE
It has become our custom between Mother’s Day and Father’s
Day to celebrate parenthood with donations of baby diapers
and baby wipes. The Christian Caring Center of Burlington
County has a continuing need for disposable diapers and baby
wipes to distribute among their clients, and Medford United
Methodist Church is answering that need through Sunday,
June 16th (FATHER’S DAY).
There are three drop-off receptacles in convenient locations:
the lower hallway near the church office, by the coat racks
outside the Sanctuary, and in the lobby of the Family Life Center.
Thank you for your donations! And thank you to Lesley Koengetter for transporting these donations to the
Christian Caring Center for distribution.

BOOK CLUB NEWS
The June Book Club selection is Finding Dorothy, by NY Times
bestselling author, Elizabeth Letts. This novel is the result of
Lett’s journey into the lives of Maud and Frank Baum, the
author of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. Written as fiction, but
based closely on her research, Letts tells the story of Maud
and her relationships with the “real Dorothy” and the young
actress, Judy Garland, who would portray her. Join us on
Wednesday, June 12th at 7:00 pm in room 104 for our
discussion. We are always welcoming new readers, so bring a friend and join us! Questions? Contact the
church office or Patty Rosvold at pbrosvold179@verizon.net

GRADUATES TO BE HONORED ON
SUNDAY, JUNE 2nd at 11:00 am
Please let us know the names of those in your family who will be
graduating this year from highschool, college or professional
program. Graduates who are members of our church will be
honored with a gift. All graduates will have their names printed on
a special bulletin insert. If you want to include someone in your
family who is graduating, please fill out the form (on the table
outside the sanctuary and in the FLC foyer) and return it to the church office or send an email to the office
with your name, graduate’s name, college/high school, degree/program and their relationship to you.
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United Methodist Women
Flower Power!!
Thank you so very much for helping to make the Medford United Methodist Women Flower sale
a BIG success.
We raised $1000 for our own Youth and Adult Mission trips!!! Thank you if you helped out in any way and
thank you if you purchased flowers yourself. Thanks especially to Tricia Miller, Ann Harriett and Bonnie Crosby
for all the time and effort they put into this project.
Upcoming Event: The fleas are coming!! Save the Date - our Annual Flea Market is
September 14, 2019!
Medford UMW News: Our Medford United Methodist Women will have several Board Positions opening
up January 1, 2020 - President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. Please prayerfully consider joining the
board and leading this great organization! Please contact Ginger Harriett at vtharriett@comcast.net or Pastor
Kathleen Stolz if you have questions or are interested!

WALKING GROUP
Let’s walk together! MUMC is starting a “walking in nature group.”
Join us for reflection, prayer, and connection as we take a
meditative stroll in nature. We will be meeting twice a month on the
2nd and 4th Saturdays on the following days: June 8th, June 22nd,
July 13th, July 27th, August 10th, and August 24th. All ages are
welcome. We will be starting this program at Freedom Park, but
other ideas and places are welcome. Meet at 9:00 am at the gazebo
closest to the bathroom at the park, dressed to move and bring water. Contact Barbara Carlson at
carlsonb2@comcast.net or at 609/518-9267 for more information, or to help support this new adventure.

NOW IS THE TIME TO SWITCH TO ELECTRONIC GIVING!
Check out our new electronic giving platform! We have partnered with PushPay, a leading provider of
online giving for churches. We think you’ll find it simpler to use and manage than our existing system. Test
drive it at medfordumc.org/give. Or text “MEDFORDGIVE” to 77977 for a quick mobile option. It’s easy to
make a one-time gift or set up recurring giving using a card or a checking or savings account. If you already
have a recurring gift in place, don’t worry! Look for an email that will make it easy to switch. Thank you for
your financial support of the church, and if you haven’t given electronically before, now is the perfect time to
start! Plus, there are more features coming - stay tuned!
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Business Directory
Medford United Methodist Church thanks you for your support!
Would you like to advertise your Business in the Newsletter? Please contact the Church Office
(609)654-8111 or office@medfordumc.org
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Music & Youth

Each year, as church, school and personal schedules begin to wind down, our choirs offer a morning of music
at the 8:15 and 11:00 worship services. Choir Recognition Sunday (which has come to be known as Super
Sunday behind the scenes) will be observed this year on June 16. The message that morning will be brought
in music, offered by our vocal choirs and adult bell choirs and various instrumentalists. Our Jr. Choir and Youth
Choir members will also receive their pins. You will not want to miss these times of beautiful and inspirational
music.
**************
A special congratulations and thanks to all our young choir members and adults who worked behind the
scenes for our production of Babble at BAbel. Your hours of preparation and cheerful cooperation are
appreciated more than I can express. Those members and friends of MUMC who did not have a chance to see
this presentation (or those who would enjoy seeing it again) will have the chance when it will be a part of the
11:00 worship service on Sunday, June 2.
* * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * *
Many of our Jr. and Youth Choir members have been engaged in various vocal and instrumental
spring concerts, art shows, dance recitals and other end-of-year activities at venues outside our church.
Congratulations to all these young people who are using the talents they share with us beyond our walls.
********* * * * * * * * * * * *
During the summer months we are fortunate to have our special music provided by many talented members
and friends of this congregation. If you would like to volunteer to share your musical talent during worship,
please speak to Bruce, Barb or Carol or call the church office and you will be contacted.
Best wishes for a pleasant, relaxing summer to our extremely supportive and appreciative congregation from
all of us involved in the music program.
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We completed another successful year here at preschool. We Feel confident
that our students have been given the tools that they need to succeed in the
next step of their educational journey. Aside from the important academic skills,
we hope that we have instilled strong social skills, problem-solving skills, a love
of learning, and a sense of being loved by God.
Personally, as a teacher and director, I learn so much each year from the
students. Whether it is a topic that is of interest to them that I have to research
in order to teach, or some trait that I recognize and admire in them, I think I
learn as much as they do each year. Each child has his/her own character and
learning to see what makes them tick and how to build on that is always worth
the effort. Saying goodbye to students who have been here for 2-3 years is always bittersweet.
We still have a few openings in some of our programs for next year, so if you would like more information or to
schedule a tour, please contact Maribeth Lloyd at 609-654-8112 or by emailing preschool@medfordumc.org
Enjoy the summer and see you in September!
Family Worship: June 2nd. These worship services are
specifically designed for parents to enjoy and experience
worship with their families. Join us at 8:15, 9:30, or 11 am.
This Month, attend worship at 9:30 then stay for the Junior and
Youth choir musical “Babble at BAble!”
Last Day of Sunday School: June 16th. We will gather for the
last time on this day until September. Children who attend this
day will receive a special treat!
Leaders Needed! A few of our long time Sunday leaders are
stepping down after many years of sharing their gifts with the
children and youth of MUMC. We than them for all that they
have done to teach children about God and what it means to follow Jesus. If you enjoy being with children
and sharing the word of God, the Sunday school would love to welcome you as a class leader! Teaching
experience is NOT necessary! In order to continue this important ministry of the church we need leaders
like you to be a part of Sunday school! Please contact Leigh Catapano (leighcatapano@gmail.com) or Karen
Maese (asmeam825@gmail.com) to find out if Sunday School is where you’d like to share your gifts.

Music Rehearsals
Tuesdays:

6:45 Celebration Bells (11:00 Service)
7:30 Jubilation Bells (8:15 Service)
8:30 Wesley Choir (8:15 Service)

Thursdays:

4:15 Junior Choir
6:15 Youth Bell Choir
7:15 Youth Vocal Choir
7:30 Praise Band
8:30 Garwood Choir (11:00 Service)
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YOUTH FELLOWSHIP, 3RD-12TH GRADERS:
June 2nd - Year End Youth Fellowship Summer Fun
Day: Enjoy time playing water games, eating ice cream
and spending time with friends. 3rd-8th graders will
meet from 6:00 - 7:30 pm and High Schoolers will
meet from 7:00 - 8:30 pm.
Additional information will be sent by email. If you
would like to be added to the Youth Contact List for
Youth Fellowship News, please send Bethany Carl an email at bethany@medfordumc.org with this request.
Mission Trip, 8th - 12th graders:
Final Meeting - Saturday, June 9th, 5:00 pm at the DiGiamarino Family’s home
We are getting closer to our Mission Trip scheduled for June 29th - July 5th to R. E.A.C.H. in Roanoke, VA. As
we prepare to take this trip, it is time to attend these training meetings so we can bond as a mission team. It
is the hope that over the course of a single week, we are able to forge lasting friendships, not only with eah
other, but also with the people whom we’ve been called to serve. At REACH, the mission is to restore hope,
alleviate loneliness and empower individuals by bringing folks together to transform homes, lives, and entire
communities.
Our Mission Trip Fundraiser is in FULL SWING!! You should have received a neon blue envelope inviting
you to participate in our fundraiser through your donations and prayers. You can participate by bringing
your donation to worship and dropping it in the offering plate or you can send it through the mail.
If you have any questions, please email Bethany Carl at bethany@medfordumc.org
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Junior & Youth Choir

Babble
at Babel
Presented by
Junior and Youth Choirs
of the
Medford United Methodist Church
Carol Reilly, Director
June 2, 2019 - 11:00 am
2 Hartford Road, Medford, NJ
Words by Trilby Jordan
Music by Albert Zabel
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Explore where
God’s power can
take you!
Join us at to
Mars and Beyond
vacation bible
school
July 22-26, 2019,
9:00 am. to 12:00 pm
4 years old & potty trained through entering 5th grade
Payment of $25 due with registration
Registration begins Monday, May 20th and continues until VBS is full.
Watch for details coming soon!
Blast off with the first VBS to land on the moon! To Mars and Beyond will help kids discover the wonders of
God’s universe. They will become Voyagers on a journey through space, exploring where God’s power can take
them. Along their voyage, they’ll learn how God walked with heroes of the Bible, and that God is always with
them, too. Add to the adventure with out-of-this-world fun, learning, and timeless Bible stories that inspire kids
to give glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine!
Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his power at work within us.
(Ephesians 3:20)
Join to Mars and Beyond VBS as a Youth Crew Leader or as an Adult Group Leader or Station Leader!
Childcare will be available for all volunteers.
Do you have a youth who is entering 6th grade or beyond?
Do they love to have fun and laugh?
Is your youth ready to embark on an adventure this summer?
Would they enjoy making new friends and leading a small group of children on an exploration of God’s
amazing world?
They are perfect candidates to create an amazing experience at to Mars and Beyond!
Adults like to play, too, so maybe you would like to be an Adult Group Leader or Station Leader! You can make
a big difference in the lives of children this summer by volunteering to assist. There are many roles available to
choose from!
Contact Erica Risser EHRisser@gmail.com for information for adult volunteers and Pastor Kathleen for youth
volunteer applications.
LOV E G O D, S E RV E PEO PL E, TR A N S FO RM L I V ES
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Children & Youth

Check out our on-line calendar for recent updates
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GO PAPERLESS!
And get your copy of the
Messenger in FULL color!
You can help our church to save
postage expense and copying costs by
simply going to our website and signing up
to receive the Messenger via email! You will
receive your Messenger days before the
snail mail version would arrive.
Hey, it’s the GREEN thing to do!

LOV E G O D, S E RV E PEO PL E, TR A N S FO RM L I V ES

