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“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God.” – Romans 15:7
I want to share an update about our church’s response
to the 2019 Special Session of General Conference, which
strengthened the UMC’s policy barring LGBTQ candidates
from licensing and ordination and reaffirmed the church’s
opposition to same-sex marriage by imposing mandatory
minimum penalties for clergy who officiate weddings for
gay couples.
At our meeting in April, the Church Council reviewed
a range of potential responses. We determined that
pursuing certification as a Reconciling Congregation
might encompass several important goals. Reconciling
Congregations are those who have gone through a
process of conversation and discernment and adopted
a statement of welcome and affirmation for people of all
sexual orientations and gender identities. This designation
is familiar to LGBTQ United Methodists and marks a
congregation as a safe place for them and their families.
We commissioned a team to study materials from the
Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN - the umbrella body
for Reconciling Congregations, rmnetwork.org) and to
make contact with local representatives from RMN and
churches who have been through the process. At our
meeting on May 29, this team presented their findings,
and after discussion and discernment, we voted to move
forward.
Right now, we are forming the team who will lead us
through the next steps, which we anticipate will take 6 to
12 months. We are looking to recruit about 12 members
to that group; most are already in place (although we could
consider a few more if you would like to self-nominate!)
I anticipate the process will consist of: a series of
conversations, studies, and events to learn about the
theological, sociological, biblical, and justice dimensions of
welcoming and affirming our LGBTQ friends and family; the
drafting of a welcome statement; and its consideration by
the church conference.
Some have asked whether becoming a Reconciling

Congregation will put us at odds with our bishop,
superintendent, annual conference, or the UMC as a
whole. Given the recent votes it would put us out of
step with certain statements in the Discipline – but in
more of a philosophical/theological disagreement than
a practical one. An inclusive statement of welcome by
one congregation does not change anything in the UMC’s
official policy, but it does send an important message.
Our bishop and superintendent have both expressed their
intention to work alongside and support churches who
seek to reach out to the LGBTQ community.
I want to share a word about the roles Kathleen and I will
play in this work. We will provide resources and coaching,
but we are very clear that this process must be owned and
led by the laity and not the clergy. In our system, the clergy
are only in place for a season. It’s important, then, that
a decision of this magnitude be owned completely by the
people of the church.
And finally, I want to say a word to those who disagree
with this approach, who feel that too much has been
made of this particular debate, or who may be wondering
whether there’s still a place for you here. Many of you
have already reached out to me, and I’ve appreciated our
discussions. I never want anyone to feel as though the
church is turning its back on them. Kathleen and I always
welcome deeper conversation. And we will be sure the
team includes some sessions where we specifically invite
those who disagree. As we commit to keep our hearts
open to you, we would likewise encourage you to keep your
hearts open to this conversation. At their 2019 annual
conference session, the North Texas Conference ordained
an openly gay woman. North Texas! Attitudes are changing
quickly.
Finally, I urge you to keep all of us who lead in the
UMC – from Bishops, Superintendents and Agency and
Conference Staff down to the pastors and lay leaders in
local churches – in prayer during this time.
Peace,
Joe
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Kandidly Kathleen
I have taken some time to reflect on my experience at the 2019 Session of the Greater NJ Annual
Conference in Wildwood in May. I was aware of the Holy Spirit whispering to me from the beginning of the
Conference through my drive home. While there was an overarching atmosphere of unsettledness because
of the results of the 2019 General Conference decision concerning marriage and ordination for the LGBTQ+
community, there were also high moments of celebration and hope.
As part of Bishop Schol’s episcopal address he celebrated the mission of the Greater New Jersey area.
He called for churches to continue to move our mission forward and the first thing he mentioned was “75
congregations who are interested in becoming the next Hope Center.” He mentioned other possibilities, but my
ears burned when I heard the words “75 congregations who are interested in becoming the next Hope Center.”
And my heart opened to possibilities for Medford UMC. Since Joe and I arrived 7 years ago we’ve wondered
how MUMC might be engaged in real outreach within our surrounding community; building relationships and
sharing the love of Christ with others. Could it be time for us to open a HOPE CENTER?
You are probably asking “What is a HOPE CENTER?” A Hope Center collaborates with communities to build
on assets to address education, social and economic challenges. Hope Centers connect United Methodists
with community residents, school, non profit organizations, businesses, town governments, and other faith
groups to provide enrichment opportunities for people who require assistance. The possibilities are endless,
depending on the assets, the resources and on the needs.
With some friends over dinner we dreamed and by the time I arrived home the vision had taken hold. A
seed has been planted and I feel the Holy Spirit moving among us. I’ve had conversations with the Outreach
Committee and, while I can’t promise what this Hope Center might become, or even if it WILL become, as
Proverbs 29:18 says “without a vision the people perish….”
How might MUMC answer that call to become a HOPE CENTER? The first step is reaching out to Hope Center
Developers for guidance. We will keep the congregation posted about any news on this front.
I think the greatest blessing I received from Annual Conference 2019 was the possibility of something new
being born, here at MUMC as well as in our United Methodist denomination. We don’t know what it will be
or what it will look like, but we trust that God’s vision for justice for all God’s people will be created from the
chaos, as it was in the beginning.
Kathleen
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LAY LEADERS REPORT
ROOTED ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2019
We did the usual business of the Church, voting on legislation, electing delegates, worshiping and
witnessing the ordinations. However there was much division and people’s voices were silenced. We left
Annual Conference profoundly saddened and disappointed.
Since we have returned from Annual Conference we have heard from many in our church family. The
decision at the General Conference to enforce the Traditional plan and the response of the Bishop to follow
the One Church Plan have left us asking, what is happening to our church and how does this affect me?
These questions represent two things that occur in life that most of us seek to avoid, conflict and change.
Right now, if you are a member of the United Methodist Church, you are experiencing an overload of conflict
and change.
Conflict requires you to pick a side and reject the other side. Conflict can make you feel angry and
suspicious, or hurt and powerless. If you decide to remain in the middle by not picking a side, then both
sides will attack you. When we went to Annual Conference it was very clear that conflict was what we were
all experiencing.
Change is often forced on us, and requires us to accept something different than we usually expect to
experience. Change is usually accompanied by feelings of uncertainty, fear, anger, denial, loneliness and
heart break. At Annual Conference this year, we experienced what it was like to be in the midst of massive
change.
If we are open, conflict and change can also produce positive results. Positive conflict contributes to
social change, forcing us to confront the issues and engage in beneficial solutions. Positive change triggers
progress creating new beginnings and new opportunities. Conflict and change lead to flexibility and growth.
So what are we, as Methodists, to do while we weather the storms of conflict and change around us?
Historically, United Methodists have been a strong force for issues of social justice and equality. Jesus said,
“So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, You should love
each other.” (John 13:34) Please pray and remain fully engaged with our church. Be honest and respectful
with each other with how we FEEL about the changes. Trust God to lead us through the process, however
uncertain it currently feels, and be open to the leading of the Holy Spirit
Medford UMC can be a safe haven for all those who have been hurt by the decision of the UMC. We
are a place of love and acceptance, but we are not immune to change. As people of faith we each have
our unique perspective, informed by our faith, our individual experiences, our reason and our personal
understanding of scripture. Our understanding of the Christian life can bind us together or tear us apart.
It can also birth something completely new. However, there is one thing that we all agree on and that is
MUMC’s Mission is to Love God, Serve people and Transform lives. We do this work with God to make
disciples for Jesus Christ.
In October at the Special Session of the NJ Annual Conference we will hear the plan outlining the details
developed by the Way Forward Team for the Greater New Jersey Conference. Here at MUMC we are working
towards becoming a Reconciling Ministries Church. Until then, let us continue to do the work “with all God’s
children who are of sacred worth” for God’s glory.
Respectfully submitted,
Jeneene and Steve Reduker
Lay Members
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Church Happenings
WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR JULY 2019
9:00 am Contemporary Worship in the Family Life Center
10:30 am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
July 7		
July 14		
			
			
			

“Girl Power” Series - Mary Magdalene - Pastor Joe preaching
“Ministry in the Community” - Pastor Joe preaching
Pastor Appreciation Sunday - for this Sunday only:
9:00 am Traditional Worship in Sanctuary
10:30 am CONTEMPORARY Worship in Family Life Center, followed by a reception

July 21

“Ministry in the Community” - Pastor Rupert Hall, Turning Point UMC preaching

July 28

“The Parables of Jesus: Parable of the Sower” - Pastor Kathleen preaching

PASTOR APPRECIATION DAY!
Please join us on July 14th for a special morning of worship and celebration. The day will begin with a
Traditional Service in the sanctuary at 9:00 am. The worship service will be followed by a celebration of
appreciation of our pastors in the FLC presented by the Staff Parish Relations Committee. There will be a short
service beginning at 10:30 designed to show our support and gratitude to our pastoral team. We are truly
blessed as a congregation to have two very caring spirital leaders and this day gives us an opportnity to tell
them how we feel. We will then enjoy a light lunch with finger sandwiches and salads and be seated for some
time of fellowship. No matter which worship service you generally attend please consider attending this special
service and luncheon. This event is sponsored by Busy Bees and the United Methodist Men’s Group.
LOV E G O D, S E RV E PEO PL E, TR A N S FO RM L I V ES
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EVER WONDER WHAT THE BUSY BEES ACTUALLY DO?
The Busy Bees is a Women’s Group at MUMC. Our main mission is to provide monetary assistance to
our church in any way we can as needs arise. (We have lots of fun, too!) We thought it would be good to let
the congregation know some of the things we’ve been able to help with over the years as we plan new and
exciting fundraising opportunites for this fall.
For example:
$4,400 for the MUMC Youth trips over the last 5 years
$3,456 for the FLC Freezer
$350 for the Church Literature Rack in the Narthex
$400 for defibrillator batteries and pads
$650 for the FLC Nativity and Christmas tree
...and many more
Please Save the Date:
P.J. Whelihan’s Summer “Cabin Fever Escape”
Wednesday, July 17th 4:00 - 8:00 pm
All money raised goes to helping our church in any way we can. With your help, we look forward to more
ways we can serve Medford United Methodist Church.
Hope to see you at P.J.’s!...
...And maybe you’ll consider joining the Busy Bees when we reconvene in September!

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING THE
DIAPER DRIVE FOR
THE CHRISTIAN CARING CENTER
Between Mother’s Day and Father’s
Day, we collected 5,529 diapers and
1,948 wipes. Thanks for supporting
this important effort. Did you know
that diapers are an item that can’t be
purchased with government benefits? Your
gifts are going to help with a lot of diaper
changes!

HELP KIDS AT URBAN PROMISE
COOL OFF THIS SUMMER
For TWO WEEKS ONLY, June 23-July 7, we will be
collecting UNFROZEN ice pops for Urban Promise
to use during their summer camps. Over 500
kids participate at 5 locations, and you know that
means they’ll need A LOT of popsicles! Drop off a
box (or 2, 3, or 10) or make a donation. Thanks for
your support!
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SUMMER BOOK CLUB NEWS
We have chosen two fascinating stories for July and August
reading and discussion! The Book Club will meet on Wednesday,
July 10 at 7:00 pm in Room 104 to discuss The Book Woman of
Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson. This is the story of
President Roosevelt’s Kentucky Pack Horse Library Project and the
traveling librarian, Cussy Mary Carter, who wants to bring the joy
of books to Appalachia. But Cussy is also one of the “blue-skinned
people of Kentucky” and she faces prejudice and suspicion as she travels.
On Wednesday, August 7 at 7:00 pm we will be lakeside at the home of Barb Frame to discuss the novel,
Next Year in Havana by Chanel Cleeton. This is the inspiring story of a Cuban-American woman who travels
to Havana after the death of her beloved grandmother, where she discovers the roots of her identity - and
unearths a family secret hidden since the revolution. We always welcome new readers! Any questions,
please contact the church office or Patty Rosvold, pbrosvold179@verizon.net.

MANY WAYS TO WORSHIP
BY TIM GIBSON

OUTWITTED
He drew a circle that shut me out—
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout.
But Love and I had the wit to win:
We drew a circle that took him in!
Edwin Markham (1852-1940)

Kneeling, standing, clapping, jumping,
Quietly, loudly Bible thumping.
So many ways to worship together,
Coming to the end of our tether!
“Too loud!”, “Too soft!”
The people cry,
“Not my style, I think I’ll die!”
Let’s stop and think
And let’s not moan,
It’s not for us
But for God alone!

LET’S WALK TOGETHER!
This summer, MUMC is starting a walking in nature group. Join us for reflection, prayer and connection, as
we take a meditative stroll in nature. We will be meeting twice a month on
the 2nd and 4th Saturdays throughout the summer at 8:00 am. Remaining
dates are: July 13, July 27, August 10 and August 24. All ages and stages
are welcome. We will be starting this program at Freedom Park, but other
ideas and places are welcome. Meet at 8:00 am at the gazebo closest
to the bathrooms at the park, dressed to move and bring water. Contact
Barbara Carlson at carlsonb2@comcast.net or at 609/518-9267 for more
information, or to help support this new adventure.
LOV E G O D, S E RV E PEO PL E, TR A N S FO RM L I V ES
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SCHOOL SUPPLIES COLLECTION
Back to School already? Not quite – but “Back to School” is just around the corner and there are local children
who can use our assistance in getting ready for that first day. We are asking for the church’s help with the
following donations:
Child-sized backpacks – preferably non-gender specific!
Pencils – non-mechanical, boxes of 12
Loose-leaf notebook paper (100-150 page packets)
Binders – 1 inch, hardcover
Folders – 3-hole punched
Crayons – 24 count boxes
Markers – 10-12 count boxes, washable
Erasers – pink, rectangular (not cap!)
Yellow highlighters
Glue sticks
A team of youth will be sorting the supplies and packing the backpacks as equally as possible. To make this
easier, please put all supplies in a plastic shopping bag inside the back pack and only donate items from this
list. If you are only donating supplies, that’s great too! Supplies and backpacks can be dropped off outside the
sanctuary or in the FLC Lobby. Please make sure all donations are at the church by Wednesday, August 21st.
Donations will be distributed to the children by the Neighborhood Center in Camden, the Christian Caring Center
and IHOC. Please join us in supporting these children! Please contact Chris Carl, cmctrumpet10700@gmail.com,
856/404-1706 with any questions.

PUERTO RICO MISSION OPPORTUNITY
As part of the Greater New Jersey
Annual Conference’s ongoing
partnership with The Methodist
Church of Puerto Rico to aid in the
recovery from Hurricane Maria, the
Capital District will send a team to
work on homes from October 15-22, 2019. The
cost is estimated at $1500 and includes airfare,
meals, lodging, tools and insurance. Attending and
translating on this team will be two of our District
Superintendents who are natives of Puerto Rico:
the Rev. Hector Burgos and the Rev. Dr. Eunice
Vega-Perez. This trip is open to all adults 18+ who
are in good health and ready to make a difference!
If you would like more information, please contact
Pastor Joe. The deadline to sign up is July 10.

NOW IS THE TIME TO SWITCH TO
ELECTRONIC GIVING!
Check out our new electronic giving platform! We
have partnered with PushPay, a leading provider of
online giving for churches. We think you’ll find
it simpler to use and manage than our existing
system. Test drive it at medfordumc.org/give. Or text
“MEDFORDGIVE” to 77977 for a quick mobile option.
It’s easy to make a one-time gift or set up recurring
giving using a card or a checking or savings account. If
you already have a recurring gift in place, don’t worry!
Look for an email that will make it easy to switch.
Thank you for your financial support of the church,
and if you haven’t given electronically before, now is
the perfect time to start! Plus, there are more features
coming - stay tuned!
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Business Directory
Medford United Methodist Church thanks you for your support!
Would you like to advertise your Business in the Newsletter? Please contact the Church Office
(609)654-8111 or office@medfordumc.org

Your Ad could
be here
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Music & Youth
Many complimentary things were said about the music
staff on Choir Recognition Sunday, June 16. While those
accolades are greatly appreciated, we professional
musicians would like to thank the dedicated volunteers
who work so faithfully all year to make our choirs
possible. Their musicianship, loyalty and willingness
to share their talents make it a joy to make music with
them. Singers and ringers – many, many thanks.
We are grateful, also, to the many talented
instrumentalists, both as individuals and in ensembles,
who add to our musical offerings throughout the year.
Our church is fortunate to have so many accomplished
folk who are willing to enrich our worship through music.
A sincere expression of appreciation is also due to the members and friends of MUMC who support our music
program so enthusiastically. Your kind comments – and compliments – and your attendance at special musical
events buoy the spirits of those of us who sing, ring and play. It is indeed gratifying to have such a special place
in our church family.
Now that Sunday services have switched to summer schedule, the members of our vocal and bell choirs are
beginning to enjoy a well-earned rest. This presents the opportunity for many of the gifted musicians in our
church family to present special music during worship. Each week will bring a different musical treat, so, if
you’re not on vacation, you’ll want to be in church on Sunday mornings to enjoy some different music. If you are
a musician who has not yet volunteered for this unique venue, please speak to Carol, Barb or Bruce – or call the
church office and you will be contacted.
Shortly after Labor Day, our choirs will be back in their accustomed places in the loft. Perhaps, while you’re
relaxing during these lazy, hazy days of summer, this would be a good time to think about joining them.
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YOUTH FELLOWSHIP, 3RD-12TH GRADERS:
Our Mission Trip to REACH is Here!!
On Saturday, June 29th at 8:30 am our Mission Team of
12 high school aged youth and 6 adult leaders will depart
from the church to travel to Roanoke, VA. We will return
from our trip on Friday, July 5th in the evening.
Why REACH?
There are so many Mission Trip opportunities available.
Many different organizations exist solely to arrange trips for
church groups. So, why do we keep going back to REACH?
That question can be answered in a single word – relationships.
Tim Dayton, Executive Director of REACH, works diligently to make meaningful,
personal connections not only with the groups who come to work at REACH but also to
the people who are served through REACH. That relationship building is modeled for
those who participate in the summer work camp. Over the course of a single week, we
are able to forge lasting friendships not only with each other but also with the people
whom we’ve been called to serve. At REACH, the mission is to restore hope, alleviate
loneliness and empower individuals by bringing folks together to transform homes,
lives, and entire communities.
Thank you for helping make our Mission Trip possible!! All of the donations that have come in, no
matter how big or small, have been instrumental in funding this trip. We appreciate your support!
Please pray for our group as we embark on this opportunity to help serve the Roanoke community.
We look forward to sharing all about our trip with you in August!!
Here at Medford UMC we welcome children at all our worship services. During the
summer we meet at 9:00 am in the FLC and 10:30 am in the Sanctuary. We want
to remind our families with children that we have a childcare room for children from
infant – kindergarten. The room is upstairs in the FLC and is staffed each week by
two fully trained, background checked, well qualified adults, from 8:45-11:45 am
during the summer months. Just ask the usher or greeter if you need directions to

the childcare room.
In addition, in the back of the FLC there will be tables and chairs set up with quiet activities for children
who may get restless sitting within the congregation. Children are welcome to sit at the tables in our KIDZ
KORNER and enjoy a more creative time in worship with books, coloring pages and activity sheets. Children
may also bring their own quiet activities to use either in the KIDZ KORNER or in the congregation.
Parents are reminded that they are still responsible for their children even when they are at the KIDZ
KORNER – this is not an adult-supervised activity center. We welcome input from parents how to improve
this worship experience for their whole family to spend time together worshipping God. Please speak with
Pastor Kathleen, by sending an email or stopping by the office during the week.
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Explore where
God’s power can
take you!
Join us at to
Mars and Beyond
vacation bible
school
July 22-26, 2019,
9:00 am. to 12:00 pm
Blast off with the first VBS to land on the moon! To Mars and Beyond will help kids discover the wonders of
God’s universe. They will become Voyagers on a journey through space, exploring where God’s power can take
them. Along their voyage, they’ll learn how God walked with heroes of the Bible, and that God is always with
them, too. Add to the adventure with out-of-this-world fun, learning, and timeless Bible stories that inspire kids
to give glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine!
Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his power at work within us.
(Ephesians 3:20)
Join to Mars and Beyond VBS as a Youth Crew Leader or as an Adult Group Leader or Station Leader!
Childcare will be available for all volunteers.
Do you have a youth who is entering 6th grade or beyond?
Do they love to have fun and laugh?
Is your youth ready to embark on an adventure this summer?
Would they enjoy making new friends and leading a small group of children on an exploration of God’s
amazing world?
They are perfect candidates to create an amazing experience at to Mars and Beyond!
Adults like to play, too, so maybe you would like to be an Adult Group Leader or Station Leader! You can make
a big difference in the lives of children this summer by volunteering to assist. There are many roles available to
choose from!
Contact Erica Risser EHRisser@gmail.com for information for adult volunteers and Pastor Kathleen for youth
volunteer applications.
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A Heartfelt Thank You!
Dear MUMC Men and Church Family,
Thank you for choosing me to receive this generous scholarship. This gift will be a big help as I
pursue my engineering degree and continue playing trumpet at RIT.
I am very grateful and appreciative of this gift and am looking forward to being able to further my
relationship with God as I go through college.
Carl Hauser
Dear Rev. Kathleen Stolz and the Scholarship Committee,
Thank you very much for this generous scholarship. Words cannot begin to properly convey
how grateful I am for this gift. I am truly humbled by this experience. I will make sure to put this
scholarship to good use for my upcoming college endeavors.
Thank you,
Eric Kennedy
Dear Pastor Joe and Rev. Kathleen,
I was very happy to have been selected for the scholarship this year. I have met a lot of
wonderful people at MUMC who have helped me on my journey in faith and in life. I’m looking
forward to college and the scholarship I’ve decided with my parents will be used towards tuition.
If you could, please pass along my thanks to the other members of the scholarship committee.
Thank you again!
Sincerely,
Thomas Vassallo

LOV E G O D, S E RV E PEO PL E, TR A N S FO RM L I V ES
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9 a m - D.S. One on
One
9
a m - Music
Conversations
Together @
7
Rp
om
o m- W
1 0i t5n e s s

9 a m - D.S. One on
One
9
a m - Music
Conversations
Together @
7
:
pm
R o3o0m
1 0- 5B a n d
Rehearsal
@ FLC

1

25

18

11

9 a m - Creative Arts
Theater @ FLC
7 : 3 0 p m - Band
Rehearsal
@ FLC

Thu
5

9 a m - D.S. One on
One
Conversations

9 a m - D.S. One on
One
Conversations

2

26

19

12

9 a m - Creative Arts
Theater @ FLC

Fri

6

20

9 a m - Walking
Group @
Freedom Park

3

27

8 a m - UMM Study @
FLC

Set up for Pastor
Ap pre ci ati on
9 a m - Walking
Group @
Freedom Park

13

9 a m - Creative Arts
Theater @ FLC
1 0 a m - VBS Set
Building @
Bowker Hall

Sat

C o m m i t t e e s & T e a m s, Small Groups, Music Rehearsals, Outside Orgs, Sunday School, W http://medfordumc.org/?page_id=748
o r s h i p, Jul 2019 (Eastern Time - New York)
Children & Youth

Check out our on-line calendar for recent updates
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Rev. Joe Monahan, Pastor
Rev. Kathleen Stolz, Associate Pastor
Lisa Mountain, Editor

Our Summer Worship
Schedule
9:00 am Contemporary Worship in our Family Life
Center
10:30 am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
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Deadline for the August
issue is July 15th
GO PAPERLESS!
And get your copy of the
Messenger in FULL color!
You can help our church to save postage
expense and copying costs by simply going
to our website and signing up to receive
the Messenger via email! You will receive
your Messenger days before the snail mail
version would arrive.
Hey, it’s the GREEN thing to do!
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