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I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of
those who will believe in me through their word, that they
may all be one. – Jesus’ prayer for the Church, John 17:2021 (NRSV)
As the United Methodist Church prepares for the Special
General Conference in St. Louis from February 23-26, I hope
all of us will spend this month in focused prayer for the
church.
I am not sure what will happen at General Conference. I
am hopeful that we will be able to resolve the impasse that
we have been facing regarding the role of LGBTQ persons in
the life of the denomination. But I recognize that it’s a lot
to ask several hundred delegates to come up with a perfect
solution to 50 years of arguments in 4 days.
During my prayer time over the past few mornings, God
has put three words in front of me: “impossible,” “doubted,”
and “quickly.” I was quite confused by this and was totally
uncertain what kind of message that was supposed to be –
until I sat down to write this.
I think the point is this: I doubt that such an impossible
task can reach a conclusion so quickly. My prayers weren’t
clarifying what God is thinking – they were clarifying what I
have been thinking. How wonderful when that happens!
I am a big fan of what our Bishop has said about this
process on other occasions: that no matter what happens,
on February 27, pastors and members of 40,000+ UM
churches around the world are going to wake up and serve
Jesus, like we always have. At our best, what I think we’ve
always been about – liberal or conservative, progressive or
traditional – is loving people. The thing that I don’t want
to see happen in this moment is for us to stop loving each
other.
I know that’s hard. It’s hard if you are convicted by
the Bible and feel like this isn’t a point that can be
compromised. It’s hard if you are gay, or someone you love
is gay and you feel the pain of being on the outside. It’s hard
if you feel caught in the middle and don’t know what’s right.

People will say that some of the options before the
General Conference just push controversial conversations
down to the local level. I’m okay with that. I’d rather sit
across from a member of my church family – someone
whom I know, love and trust – and have a hard
conversation. It’s easier than having that same conversation
with someone I barely know. But the second thing is exactly
what we’re asking our delegates to do. It truly strikes me as
an impossible task.
Now don’t forget this – our God specializes in impossible
tasks. Remember that we worship a God who rose from
the dead. Impossible is not really a category in God’s
vocabulary. So, even though I have my doubts, I’m not
giving up hope, not by a long shot.
And remember, no matter what’s decided, nothing is
going to happen quickly. It will take a while to sort through
the results, so don’t panic. Any decision made in St. Louis
doesn’t change you, me, or the gospel we preach. We’re
still all deeply loved by God. And Christ is still the Lord of
the Church.
In the course of nearly 200 years of ministry together,
Medford UMC has weathered plenty of storms. And
I’m certain that we’ll weather this one too. It may seem
impossible, we may have our doubts, and the storm may
not pass as quickly as we’d like, but I know that through
prayer and patience, God’s love will prevail!
Peace, Joe
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Capital Campaign Celebration
On Sunday, February 3 at 10:00 am, we will have a celebration
of God’s faithfulness during our “Growing Together in Faith” Capital
Campaign. Come and give thanks at a special combined service in
our new space. At that time, we will also announce the grand total
received - so over the next couple of weeks, you won’t see reports in
the bulletin. But if you haven’t already completed your commitment,
we hope you will, so your gifts can be reflected in our totals on
February 3! Make plans to join us!

Thank You….Thank You…

Thank you….

The Growing Together in Faith campaign kicked off in February 2016.
After three years of faithful giving this capital campaign is coming to
end. The Family Life Center has greatly enhanced not only the physical
campus of MUMC, it has also transformed the life of our church, its
ministries and place in the community. Our ability to construct the
facility was achieved through the work by many volunteers over more
than a decade and three SUCCESSFUL Capital Campaigns (Let It
Rise, Let It Rise 2 and Growing Together in Faith).
To sum it up, THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER is the culmination of
nearly 15 years of prayer, planning and generosity by the people of this congregation. It is a testament to God’s
faithfulness when we do not lose heart. We give thanks for the hundreds of individuals and families who had the
faith to see the vision through. May this space bless not only the church, but the whole community!
The final results for the Growing Together in Faith campaign will be revealed at our Celebration Worship Service
at 10:00 am on Sunday, February 3. Please plan to join us for our single service on this day in the FLC.
Please consider how you can complete your pledge over the coming weeks. Every dollar donated helps us
reduce the final mortgage on the facility. We also ask that you prayerfully consider adding your campaign offering
or a portion of your campaign offering to your 2019 pledge. This will go a long way toward managing the mortgage
and ongoing costs of the FLC and the entire MUMC Campus.
Remember the theme of Growing Together in Faith….and continue to pray, “Lord, what do you want to do
through me?”
Respectfully Submitted by
Sharon Payne (609)315-1155
btlmom3@verizon.net
Tom Hodge (609) 828-4251
thodge45@comcast.net
Bruce Rosvold,
Pbrosvold179@verizon.net

Shoebox Collection for the Homeless
IHOC-Interfaith Homeless Outreach Council is collecting shoe boxes filled with personal care items for
distribution to homeless shelters. Items include: toothbrushes, toothpaste, baby shampoo, deodorant, shaving
cream, lotion, razors, soaps, washcloths, socks, comb/brush and underwear. (Trial sizes are welcome.) Once you
have filled your shoebox, put a rubber band around it and label it: Man, Woman, Child-(Boy or Girl). Please bring
your shoe boxes to the FLC lobby or to the hallway outside the sanctuary by Sunday, February 24. Thank you for
your support! For more info, contact Chris Carl, cmctrumpet10700@gmail.com; 856/404-1706.
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Our in-house professional photographer, Rich Stolz,
will be taking portraits for the Church Directory on
Sunday, February 17, between 9 am - 12:30 pm. If
you haven’t previously had a photograph taken for the
directory this is your opportunity!
No appointment necessary.
These photos will be added to
the ones taken previously and
printed as an addition to the directory. We will also print replacement contact
pages to add to the Church Directory Notebook. If you don’t yet have a directory,
they are available from the church office for a suggested $10 donation to off-set
the price of printing. Any questions, please contact Pastor Kathleen or call the
church office.

Daniel Plan Lifestyle Group Is Coming
The Daniel Plan Lifestyle group is offering weekly meetings centered around
five key topics: Faith, Food, Fitness, Focus and Friends. Join us in 2019 for
this group that is more than just a weight loss program. The Daniel Plan is a
self-management plan that helps members experience life balance. Each week
members focus on one of the five key components, as we grow in faith and
support of one another to become our healthiest selves. Come and learn about
the life management system that can help you really gain control of your food
cravings and fitness, while you draw closer to God in a faithful community. The
Daniel Plan lifestyle group will meet for six weeks, starting Monday, January 21,
2019 from 7:00 pm - 8:15 pm. Our group will focus on a different idea each week
as we gain in faith, health and life. New members are welcome any time! No experience is necessary. Materials
will be available for purchase. Contact Barbara Carlson (609)518-9267 or carlsonb2@comcast.net.

New Readers Welcome
To Our February Book Club
February Book Club will meet again on Wednesday, February 13 at 7:00
pm in the Annex. We are reading Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owen,
which the NY Times describes as “A painfully beautiful first novel that is
at once a murder mystery, a coming-of-age narrative and a celebration of
nature...» This highly recommended story takes place in the 1950’s-60’s
in the wild marshland of coastal North Carolina. New readers are always
welcome - bring a friend! Any questions, please contact the church office or
Patty Rosvold, pbrosvold179@verizon.net.

“Every man must decide whether he will walk
in the light of creative altruism
or in the darkness of destructive selfishness.”
Martin Luther King, Jr.

The Messenger, February, 2019

page 4

www.medfordumc.org

Medford United Methodist Women
Save the Date - Saturday, March 9th
“Hearts for Mission” Event - Mardi Gras Theme
Our next Event will be held on Saturday, March 9, 2019 in Bowker Hall.
Our Annual “Hearts for Mission” Event will be a luncheon including our fun, fund raising Silent Auction.
The Silent Auction table is made up from items that are donated by the attendees, and of course is
optional, if you are able. The theme for the donated items is
either the traditional “Heart” theme or Mardi Gras theme.
Questions? Contact Ginger Harriett at vtharriett@comcast.net; 609/238-1803.

UMM Breakfast on Saturday, February 9, 2019
The United Methodist Men will gather for our monthly breakfast on Saturday, February 9, 2019 beginning at 8:00
am in the FLC. Please watch for updates in the Sunday bulletin to learn about our topic for the morning and watch
for an invitation via email the week prior to the
breakfast.
Please contact Bruce Rosvold
(pbrosvold179@verizon.net) if you would like
additional information or would like to be added
to the UMM email distribution list.

Hmmm….Why Should I
Go to the Pasta Dinner
or a Chicken BBQ?
Well, that is an interesting question and why
is it in the newsletter this month? Church
dinners have been part of the life of the church
for decades. The UMM will be hosting their
Annual Pasta Dinner on Saturday, February
23 from 5:00 to 7:00pm in the FLC. Most
importantly, this is an excellent opportunity
to enjoy a time of fellowship with friends
and your church family. You may even meet
someone new during the evening. In addition,
the proceeds from the Pasta Dinner are utilized
to support improvements on the church campus
and our ministries. In 2018, the UMM made a
significant donation to the FLC kitchen project.
The UMM have also been regular supporters
of the REACH Mission Trip and the MUMC
Scholarship Fund.
So, when you are considering whether to come
out and attend the Pasta Dinner or the Chicken
BBQ, please remember that there are benefits
beyond the delicious meal as you are supporting
the overall life of MUMC.
Bruce Rosvold, UMM President
PS…ask me about one of my most
memorable church dinner moments. (I was in
high school….)
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At the Busy Bees, Love is Always in the Air!
Please join us on Monday, February 11th at 7:00 pm in Bowker Hall
We want to thank everyone who came out to support the work of the Busy Bees to help our church at our P.J.
Whelihan’s Cabin Fever Fundraiser in January. We can’t wait for our February program because Janet Scheffler
will be telling us about her exciting European trip and sharing photos to let us experience her trip right there in
Bowker Hall! Until then, everyone wish for warmer weather so we won’t have to deal with snow and ice!
Come see what goodies will be there for you to enjoy. As always it will be warm inside, if not outside. And new
Bees are always welcome.
If you have any questions, please call one of our hostesses: Nancy Schmidinger (609) 654-4252, Nancy
Kenderdine (856) 983-6861, or Marion Moates (609) 654-4788.
All MUMC women are welcome to join us. Looking forward to seeing you!

Youth Fellowship Nights will meet on February 17th & 24th at the following times:
6:00 - 7:30 pm for 3rd – 5th graders and 6th – 8th graders in the FLC
7:30 – 9:00 pm for 9th – 12th graders in the Annex & ending in the FLC gym
(No YF meeting on Feb 3 for the Super Bowl).   
Family Dinner Night will be held on February 10th at 5:00 pm. 3rd – 8th grade youth and their
families can come out for a yummy meal, hang with friends, and end with activities and a music
worship experience. 9th – 12th grade youth will enjoy a special dinner night off campus…details will
be emailed.
High School Happenings is a small group for 9th – 12th graders being held every Sunday
morning (except Family Worship Sunday – Feb. 3) from 9:00 – 10:30 am in Bowker Hall with
breakfast treats available. This is a time for high school youth to come talk about what’s happening
in their lives, what’s happening in the world and how God encourages us through the Bible in how we
should navigate these things.
CALLING ALL 8th - 12th GRADERS! It›s time to register for our Summer Youth Mission Trip to Roanoke,
VA to work with REACH. For more information about the REACH program visit reachinroanoke.org. We will
take our trip on June 29 - July 5, 2019. Are you interested in joining us? Contact Bethany Carl at bethany@
medfordumc.org. to find out how to register.
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O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant. Do you remember sitting in the congregation, hearing our choirs sing
those familiar words during our Christmas musical presentations? If you have been moved by the inspirational
singing of our vocal choirs during the season just past, and felt an urge to become a part of this ministry, now’s
the time to act on that thought! Although our Christmas music has been tucked away, all our singers are busily
learning new songs to share. Some tell familiar Bible stories or take their texts from scripture; other anthems
are interesting arrangements of spirituals or folk songs – and some defy description. Eventually, music for Lent
and Holy Week will begin to make its way into the choir folders. There is certainly a lot of singing to be done
during these next several months. And YOU can be a part of it. Just glance at the following brief description of
our choral opportunities, check the rehearsal time of the group or groups which suit you best and come to that
rehearsal. No application, no audition, no pressure. Each of our choirs will be glad to welcome new singers with
open arms. If you have any questions or would like to further discuss your participation, please call Carol Reilly
at 609 953-3805, 609 706-0627 or email Crlrlly@aol.com - or just call the church office to leave your contact
information and your call will be returned.
Jr. Choir (grades 2-6) rehearses Thursday – 4:15 – 5:15; sings Sunday at 11:00 worship.
Youth Choir (grades 7-12) rehearses Thursday – 7:15 – 8:25; sings Sunday at 11:00 worship.
Wesley Choir (adult) rehearses Tuesday – 8:30 -10:00; sings Sunday at 8:15

worship.

Garwood Choir (adult) rehearses Thursday – 8:30 – 10:00; sings Sunday at

11:00 worship.

Not able to commit to a full schedule of rehearsals? Then we have a deal for you! After Ash Wednesday,
March 6, the adult choirs will begin concentrating on music for our choral observance of the Last Supper on
Maundy Thursday, April 18, and other music for Holy Week. If you are a singer who would like to join us for this
presentation, just come to rehearsal on Thursday, March 7 or Tuesday, March 12 for about forty-five minutes
(8:30-9:15) and continue that routine for the next six weeks. Several folks joined us this way to present our
Christmas music at the Candlelight Service. It was wonderful to have them added to our ranks, however briefly.

Do you have a first grader in your family?
Be sure to look elsewhere in this newsletter for an announcement just for them.

Canoe Carnival Group

+ʈɺʀʂɾ6ɺʅɾ
Sunday

March 10th

All hoagies are
made “DRY.”
Onions, oil,
peppers, etc
are available at
time of pick-up

American ..... $7.00
Italian ........ $7.00
Turkey........ $7.00
Cheese........ $7.00

Place your Hoagie Order Sundays in the Narthex, in the church office,
or via our church website February 23rd - March 7
Deadline for orders is Thursday, March 7th.

You can now order & pay on line:go to www.medfordumc.org
and click on the hoagie sale icon OR Scan QR code above

pick up Sunday, March 10, 9:15- 12:15

proceeds to benefit
our church‛s entries
in the Medford Lakes
Canoe Carnival
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This month may be shorter, but we pack a lot into it here at the preschool.
We are so thankful that
we have our families and friends to love and who love us! How special we feel to
be loved by God! Preschool is all about making friends for the first time and learning
the social skills that go along with that. This month also holds some of our favorite
topics. Different classes will be exploring things like dinosaurs, transportation, community
helpers, weather, and colors. There is just so much to learn about and explore in our big
world. How special that we can feel safe to do that in our small preschool world.
If you are interested in joining our Medford Methodist Preschool family,
please give us a call at 609-654-8112 or email at preschool@medfordumc.org.
We have programs for ages 18 months – six years. The school is open Monday
through Friday from 8am – 4pm. In the afternoons we have enrichment clubs that
expand and build on our morning programs and incorporate even more creative thinking and problem solving.
Enrollment for the 2019-20 school year has begun. We tend to fill up quickly, so don’t wait! Give us a call to
find out more details.

Medford Methodist Everyone’s thoughts will be on love for Valentine’s Day.

Pre K

News

Calling All First Graders!
For many years, it has been a tradition to invite all
interested first grade singers to join our Jr. Choir in the early
spring, around the beginning of the Lenten season. This
year, since Lent begins fairly late, we’re getting a jump on
the calendar and extending this invitation for Thursday,
February 28.
Children who begin attending at this time will be able to
learn music for Palm Sunday and Easter, the spring musical
and other selections from the choir repertoire. These new
choristers will begin singing in church on Sunday, April 7 at
the 11:00 service and every Sunday thereafter. Jr. Choir
rehearsals are held on Thursdays from 4:15 to 5:15 PM.
Participation in choir not only reinforces musical skills, but promotes
spiritual growth and provides members opportunities to learn about their
faith. It’s also lots of fun! If you would like further information about this
or any of our other choral music opportunities, please speak to Carol
Reilly on Sunday or call the church office to be put in touch with her. Or
just show up at rehearsal, ready to sing!

BEST POOL SERVICE COMPANY 2015

25+

House & Home Magazine

YEARS

experience in
the pool service
industry

BUILDING OUR FAMILY
ONE CUSTOMER AT A TIME...

609.654.5525

AbsolutePoolCareNJ.com

Medford, NJ
LIC #13VH05714200

4 Chester Avenue
Medford, NJ 08055
(609) 953-0100

Connection

Independently Owned and Operated.

(609) 654-2035 • (856) 235-0300
Heating & AC • Energy Conservation
Indoor Air Quality • Fuel Delivery/Tank Services
Water Conditioning • Harriett’s Plumbing Services
NJLMP#10622 H Bromberg

Jack & Bonnie Crosby
Ann Harriett • Bob Harriett

Tom Hodge

Sales Associate in NJ & PA
Office: 856.797.1550, x 653
NJ Cell: 609.828.4251
PA Cell: 610.908.9963
E-Fax: 609.969.6281
thodgeremax@comcast.net
69 S. Main St., Medford, NJ 08055

EXCLUSiVELY CATS
VETERiNARY HOSPITAL

www.exclusivelycatsnj.com

“Because there’s no such thing as
‘just a cat’!”

Dr. Nancy J. Dunkle, DVM
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visit us on the web: medfordumc.org
e-mail: office@medfordumc.org

Rev. Joe Monahan, Pastor
Rev. Kathleen Stolz, Associate Pastor
Lisa Mountain, Editor

Our Regular Worship Schedule
8:15 am

Morning Communion Service
in Sanctuary
9:30 am Contemporary Worship
in Family LIfe Center
9:30 am Sunday School for all ages
11:00 am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
6:00 pm Youth Fellowship (grades 3-8)
7:30 pm Youth Fellowship (grades 9-12

Deadline for the March
issue is February 15th
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YOU can save
the Church $!
and get your
copy of
the Messenger in
full color!

You can help our church
to save postage expense
and copying costs by simply
going to our website and signing up to receive the Messenger via email!
And, you will receive your Messenger
days before the snail mail
version would arrive.

hey, it’s the Green thing to do!

