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Dear Friends,
Most of you have probably heard my news already: I’ll be retiring from appointed ministry at the end of June
2020. I am very thankful to Joe for making the initial announcement while I was in Maryland babysitting
for two of our granddaughters because I think I would have been crying through every worship service that
Sunday. It seems only fitting that I was with grandchildren since I expect to be spending a lot more time
with them in the future. Our home is currently under construction in Maryland. We will be near all three of
our grandchildren and two of our grown children as well as being closer to our third child who lives in North
Carolina. This was not an easy decision to make, but after 30 years of active ministry in a variety of settings
and at the age of 69, the time is right.
I’ve been blessed to serve four different congregations in the Greater NJ Conference: Chatham UMC, Wesley
UMC in Belleville,
First UMC in Asbury Park, and Medford UMC. In addition, I’ve served two congregations in the Desert
Southwest Conference (Arizona): The Fountains in Fountain Hills and Prescott UMC. I also was on the
Conference Staff as the Northern and Southern NJ Conferences merged to form the Greater NJ Conference
creating the position of Children, Youth and Young Adult Coordinator. Each appointment has provided growth
in the gifts God has given me, for which I am thankful.
Serving at Medford UMC has been filled with joyful memories and experiences that I shall treasure. I am
grateful to have been appointed to serve here with Joe Monahan in 2013, and for his partnership in ministry.
I have loved working with the leaders of Sunday School, Youth Fellowship and Vacation Bible School. It has
been a pleasure to create the Caring Team, and to facilitate a wide variety of small groups such as the weekly
Women’s Bible Study. Because my call to ministry
was working with justice issues, bringing together “Conversations of Hope” to discuss racism, immigration and
the LGBTQ+ community has held a special place in my heart.
Medford UMC is a wonderful congregation in which to serve the Lord. I believe I am leaving you with a deeper
understanding of how God is leading you into the future. I look forward to the next seven months to continue
our work together, growing in faith and understanding God’s will for the future.
Peace,
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INTERGENERATIONAL WORSHIP
Over the past few months, we have been experimenting with an interactive, intergenerational worship service
on the first Sunday of the month at the 9:30 service. Through this effort, led by Pastor Kathleen and Youth
Director Bethany Carl, we hope to achieve a few things:
1) To provide a worship experience so that children get comfortable in worship and families can easily
worship together at least once per month.
2) To give our Sunday School teachers & helpers a monthly “week off” from teaching so that they can
refresh their souls in worship.
3) To provide opportunities for families with younger children to connect with each other.
So far, we’ve talked about the meaning of communion (a good refresher for young and old alike) and also
celebrated our saints. In December, we’ll look at Christmas carols and remember a lesson from Will Ferrell in
the movie Elf: “The best way to spread Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear!”
We know that this type of worship can be a little chaotic. It’s not everyone’s cup of tea (or hot chocolate).
And every month we’re trying to do something different. We’re learning as we go. We are committed to this
experiment through this program year and will keep trying to make it fun, experiential, educational and
worshipful for people of all ages. Traditional worship services continue weekly at 8:15 & 11:00 am. Thanks
for your understanding, we appreciate your feedback, and look forward to seeing your family in worship!
Peace,
Pastor Joe

THIS CHRISTMAS, COME TO OUR HOUSE!
Join us for Christmas Eve worship at Medford United Methodist Church
Christmas is all about traditions. The simple acts of prayer, singing carols and lighting candles
remind us that Jesus came to bring us hope. He is light even in our deepest darkness. Join us as we
celebrate his birth!
We invite you to worship with us this Christmas Eve:
5:00 pm - Children & Family Service
9:00 pm - Contemporary Candlelight
both in our Family Life Center
7:00 pm – Family Lessons and Carols Candlelight
11:00 pm - Candlelight Communion
both in our Sanctuary
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Church Gatherings
ANGEL TREE 2019 CHRISTMAS OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE AND
SERVE THOSE LESS FORTUNATE
Your MUMC Outreach Committee is pleased to offer opportunities to reach out and serve others in Christ’s
name this Christmas. See our Angel Tree volunteers in the FLC & outside the sanctuary
on December 1, 8 and 15
Operation Santa. Monday evening, December 2 is the final day to return Operation Santa gifts but leaving
them outside the sanctuary or FLC on Sunday December 1 would be even better. Please bring your gift
unwrapped with a note identifying the age and gender your gift is for and/or your name. You are encouraged
to come and wrap gifts beginning at 5:00 pm on December 5 at the Medford police station at 91 Union Street,
pizza will be served. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Please contact Tina Plummer tinamjp@verizon.net
should you have questions about the wrapping.
Wesley UMC, Trenton. This is our 10th year partnering with Wesley UMC, a wonderfully creative and energetic
Hispanic-Latino congregation in Trenton. WUMC is in a less advantaged area of south Trenton and the 150
gifts that we provide will go to children in low income families in the church, local community and non-profit
organizations in the area. Your gift may be the only gift that some of these children receive. Monday evening
December 16 is the final day to return Wesley gifts. Please drop off outside the sanctuary or FLC.
There are three Angel choices. Infant to 5 years angels on yellow paper, 5 to 12 years angels on pink paper, 12
and up angels on blue paper. The suggested gift price is $20.00. We will give you a gift bag or gift card holder
as appropriate for your gift choices and ask that you return the gift(s) in them. The church provides this further
guidance: Infant to 5 years - toy with a blanket, 5 years to 12 years - toys only and 12 and above - $20 gift card
or board games.
YOU are welcome, 7:00 – 9:00 pm on Wednesday December 18 to be at gift bag sorting. All are welcome
Saturday, December 21, 10:00 and 11:00 am, presentation of the gifts to the children, two services, both at
WUMC 670 Centre Street in Trenton. Adults and youth with a parent are encouraged to sign up. Please contact
Clarence Beverage cbeverage@commtechrf.com if any questions.
New This Year. MUMC has a long history of partnering with Urban Promise (“UP”) in Camden. The UP
Christmas Promise Store is a program to provide Christmas gifts for children attending the CamdenForward
School, a private Christian elementary/middle school and the AfterSchool programs. This year MUMC is
supporting UP in two ways. First, Our Junior High Youth will be shopping for gifts to donate to the Christmas
Promise Store. Second, some Camden area families with children in UP schools can be strapped for cash
during the winter months due to unexpected expenses including fluctuating energy costs and repairs. UP
provides financial assistance, as able, through the Emergency Family Fund. Your financial support for these
programs can be made through MUMC Angel tree volunteers on December 1, 8 and 15 or by donation at any
time referencing Angel Tree – Urban Promise on your blue envelope or check.
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MUMC BOOK CLUB THANKS YOU!
The MUMC Book Club and Friends participated in
the Walk to Defeat ALS at Citizens Bank Park in
October. Glenna’s Gladiators had 13 walkers and
a beautiful day for our first time at this event to
honor the memory of our friends, Glenna Bishop
and Diane O’Brien. Thanks to the support of all of
you we were able to raise almost $2,800 for our
team! The event itself raised about $500,000.
We are already looking forward to next year’s
Walk to Defeat ALS!

Busy Bees Annual Christmas Party
“Christmas by Candlelight”
Dec. 9th 6:30pm in Bowker Hall
This is one of our most fun and festive programs all year! If you
aren’t in the holiday spirit before this evening, you will walk out probably humming
holiday tunes. Our Junior Choir will be performing a concert of Christmas music.
Carol Reilly always plans a wonderful program for us.
As we did last year, the Bees have organized into little groups to decorate their
tables for the holiday party with candles, a centerpiece, and festive tablecloths
from home. Let’s try again to wear those festive tree skirts for a little added fun!
Don’t worry if you missed the November meeting or are not able to join us on a
regular basis…Just join us for a fun night!
6:30 – Short meeting

7:00 – Childrens’ Choir

7:30 – Food, Fun, Pollyanna

Please bring a wrapped gift valued at $10 for our Pollyanna gift exchange, as well
as either a favorite holiday dessert or appetizer to add to our buffet table of
treats. Questions: Contact Donna Crosier 609-744-6417

SAVE THE DATES
We will have our next “Cabin Fever Escape” fundraiser at PJ Whelihans in Medford

Lakes, on Wednesday, January 15th from
4pm to 8pm. It’s a nice night to let
someone else do the cooking and eat with many of our MUMC friends!

MERRY BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO EACH OF YOU!
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THE FLORENCE JONES NEEDLEWORK GUILD CHRISTMAS COLLECTION
Florence C. Jones was a long time member of Medford UMC. For many years the Florence C. Jones Needlework
Guild has given Christmas gifts to needy families in our area. We will be collecting children’s games, clothing
(sizes 6 months to 18 years, including smaller items like socks, etc.) and diapers. These items are given to
several organizations, including the Children’s Home of Mt. Holly.
There will be a box next to the choir room door near the church office for you
to place your unwrapped donations. Please bring your donations by Sunday,
December 1. If you would prefer, gift cards are also being accepted; please place
in an envelope and leave in the box as well. Thank you for your support; any
questions, please contact Carolyn Scheffler at 609/953-0760.

TOWN HALL MEETING ON LGBTQ+
INCLUSION

BOOK CLUB ANNOUNCES SELECTIONS
FOR THE NEW YEAR!

Join us on Monday, December 16 at 7:00 pm
in Bowker Hall for a town-hall-style, all-church
gathering to talk about LGBTQ+ inclusion. The
pastors and members of the MUMC Reconciling
Ministries Team will discuss:

The MUMC Book Club has chosen Faith Unraveled
for our first selection of 2020. Christian author
Rachel Held Evans shares her spiritual journey,
beginning with growing up in the small town
of Dayton, Tennessee - home of the Scopes
Monkey Trial of 1925. As Evans challenges
fundamentalism, her faith moves from certainty to
doubt to trust in a God who is big enough to handle
the tough questions. We will meet on Wednesday,
January 15 at 7:00 pm to discuss.

1) Progress, plans and timelines leading
to a vote on becoming at Reconciling Church
2) The outcome of the special session
of the Greater New Jersey Annual Conference
in late October,
and subsequent
developments.
3) What we’re hearing from around the
UMC as we look toward General Conference
2020.
Come and join us – all are welcome – regardless
of whether you are a member of MUMC! If you
are invested in our faith community, we’d love to
have you join us!

Looking ahead to February, our next selection is
This Tender Land by award-winning novelist William
Kent Krueger. Mark your calendar for Wednesday,
February 19 at 7:00 pm. Our discussion group
is always welcoming, so check out these books
and join us! Any questions please contact Patty
Rosvold, pbrosvold179@verizon.net, or the church
office.

MUMW ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER

Wednesday, December 18, 2019! (Please note the date change.)
Welcoming all Ladies!!
Our dinner will be held at Medford Village Country Club Wednesday, December
18, 2019 beginning at 6:00 pm and our theme this year will be “Victorian
Christmas!” Our speaker will be local historian, Jane Peters Estes, and she will
share with us the origins of many of our past holiday traditions and highlights
Christmas customs observed during the Civil War (1861-65). Feel free to wear any Victorian-inspired
clothing or jewelry! The entree choices are Chicken Piccata, Chicken Marsala and Salmon with Lemon Dill
Sauce for $30 and Jumbo Lump Crab Cakes for $35. Tickets will be on sale outside the sanctuary, in the
FLC lobby and the church office. Mark your calendars and plan to join us!
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MEDFORD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH’S
2019 CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER FORM
I wish to place in the Church on Christmas:
_____ Red Poinsettias			

_____ White Poinsettias

_____ In lieu of plant, please designate my donation for Church Flower Fund.
Please include all memorials and honorees below as you wish them to appear in the bulletin. PLEASE
PRINT!
In Memory of
______________________________________________________
In Honor of:
_______________________________________________________
_____ I will pick up my plant(s) AFTER the 11:00 pm Christmas Eve Service
_____ Please give my plant(s) to a Shut-in.
Donor’s Name (as it is to appear in the bulletin) PLEASE PRINT:
_____________________________________________________
Enclosed is my donation in the amount of $ _____ (poinsettias are $9.00 per plant).
Please make checks payable to Medford United Methodist Church. Orders can be placed in the designated
box in the narthex, or turned in to the church office. Payment must be included with your order.
ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 15th

NEWS FROM THE RECONCILING CONGREGATION TEAM
Since the Team’s second meeting on November 6, we have completed our application to become a
Reconciling Community. Once our application to be a Reconciling Community has been submitted,
individuals and church groups may also join our community.
The Team is welcoming and open to questions from the congregation, and they may be directed to any of
the following members:
Scott Stahl, Chair, Laura Beverage, Co-Chair, Wayne Adams, Bethany Carl, Tish
Cornue, Milt Eisenhardt, Haines Hoag, Barbara Jensen, Allie Maese, Melissa Maver,
Alana Miller, Bill Miller, Diane Miller, Sharon Payne, Steve Reduker, Bruce Rosvold,
Paige Tokazewski, Frank Waldmann, Edie Wechsler, Cathy Whitecar
We can also be identified as the people wearing the “Ask Me” buttons.
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PROM DRESS COLLECTION
Thanks goes out to all who donated
to the prom dress collection to
support UrbanPromise’s “More
Than a Beauty Pageant” event.
This event, designed to build
confidence and self-esteem in
female students of high school age,
will be made more special by your
donations. We collected 27 prom
dresses, 15 pairs of dress shoes
and 19 pieces of costume jewelry.
Thank you for your donations and
for making this once in a lifetime
event more exceptional!

SOUL RESET
Are you overcommitted? Overscheduled? Overwhelmed? You are not alone.
Soul Reset is a 6-week Bible study geared toward anyone who moves at breakneck speed
thorough their daily lives. This study is a call for all of God’s children to reset and reorder
their lives around spiritual practices, in order to walk through every season of life with
their souls connected to the source of Living Water.
As we begin a New Year, please join us in this 6-week “reset,” so we are prepared to do
the work God is calling us to do.
A Small Group is scheduled to meet at the Estevez Home (124 Hiawatha Trail, Medford Lakes) on the
following Tuesdays from 7:00 - 8:30 pm (January 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th, February 4th, and 11th).
If you would like to join this Small Group, please let Manny Estevez know, manuel.estevez1@verizon.net or
609/654-4256.
If these meeting dates are not good for you and you would be interested in helping to form another small
group, please also let Manny know. The material will be provided for you.
December, as you may imagine, is filled with lots of holiday excitement. All of our classes
will be learning about different holidays that are celebrated in December, with our main
focus on Christmas. Especially in today’s times, we make a concerted effort to promote
knowledge and acceptance of those different from us in some ways – with reminders
of how alike we all are as well. We will take the children on a “journey to Bethlehem” to
discover the story of Jesus’ birth. There will also be a surprise visit from a certain jolly
old elf! If you feel yourself lacking in holiday spirit this year, just stop by and catch some
from our energetic preschoolers!
If you are interested in joining our Medford Methodist Preschool family, please give
us a call at 609/654-8112 or email at preschool@medfordumc.org. We have programs for ages 18 months
– six years. The school is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm. In the afternoons we have
enrichment clubs that expand and build on our morning programs and incorporate even more creative thinking
and problem solving. Enrollment for the 2020-2021 school year will begin in January.
Merry Christmas!
LOV E G O D, S E RV E PEO PL E, TR A N S FO RM L I V ES
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Business Directory

Medford United Methodist Church thanks you for your support!
Would you like to advertise your Business in the Newsletter? Please contact the Church Office
(609)654-8111 or office@medfordumc.org

Your Ad could
be here
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Music & Youth
Even before the stores brought out their decorations and
the advertisements started appearing on TV – even before
that radio station began playing holiday tunes – our choirs
were practicing Christmas music. Ever since October, we’ve
been slipping one or two (or more) special anthems into
our rehearsals and soon you will start to hear the results.
Advent starts on December 1 this year, and all four vocal
choirs will be ready with seasonal selections as we begin to
anticipate the celebration of Christ’s birth twenty-four days
later.
In addition to festive selections during the regular Sunday
services, there will be other opportunities to enjoy the
music of the season. Our Jr. Choir will present a program
for the Busy Bees on Monday, December 9 at 7:00 pm in
Bowker Hall. Parents and friends are invited to attend this
event, which is always a delightful experience.
One of the highlights of our Advent observances is the
Choral Candlelight Service, which will take place on
Sunday, December 15 at 7:00 pm. Joining us that evening
will be The Brass Consort, our own Kirby Handbell Choir
and other instrumentalists and soloists. This year our
selections will address the question posed by the beautiful
song which has become a Christmas favorite, Mary, Did You
Know? You won’t want to miss this chance to truly get in
the Christmas spirit. Why not plan to invite some neighbors
or friends to come along and share the joy with you?
Another musical treat is in store for those of you brave
enough to venture across the river to Philadelphia. Wesley
Choir member, Nancy Gager, has been chosen to sing with
the chorus of the Philly Pops as they present their annual
series of Christmas concerts. Nancy will be on the stage
of the Kimmel Center’s Verizon Hall as the Philly Pops
orchestra, guest soloists and chorus inspire their audiences
with some of the most beloved songs of the holiday season.
For ticket information, check a Philadelphia paper or the
Philly Pops website.

Christmas Eve will find our adult choristers relaxing in the
congregation while the younger singers
provide music for our evening services. Our Jr. Choir
will sing at the 5:00 pm Family Service in the FLC and
the Youth Choir takes to the sanctuary loft at 11:00 pm.
Chimes, bells and other musical offerings will be featured
at all Christmas Eve services, so you will want to be sure to
attend at least one of them.
All of us involved in the music ministry of MUMC join in
wishing you, our friends and loyal supporters, a blessed
Christmas and a very Happy New Year.
Calling all Youth Choir Alumni!
Don’t forget – the 11:00 Christmas Eve Service is your
chance to reunite with your friends from years past and
continue the tradition of singing Let There be Peace on
Earth during the service. Anyone who would like to run
through it with the Youth Choir can come to the choir room
at about 10:30 pm. (Get someone to save you a seat in
the congregation or leave your coat in the pew.) Otherwise,
just come up to the loft when indicated in the program.
Music – and your old friends – will be waiting.
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YOUTH CONNECTIONS: HOW TO HAVE
CHRISTMAS CONNECTIONS WITH OTHERS
Youth Group may not be meeting this month but I
encourage you to try to reach out to another family from
our Church Community this month and do one of the
following together:
1. Get together and volunteer. Whether it is in the
community or an event right here at MUMC. It is always
great to spend some quality time and do something for
others.
2. Invite another family from our church community
over and play a board game, cards or charades. We all
forget how much fun it is to just simply spend some time
together.
3. Enjoy some outdoor activities, bundle everyone up and
head out to skate on an outdoor pond, toboggan some hills
or head out to pick out your Christmas Tree together…don’t
forget the hot chocolate!
4. Gather up your favorite Christmas cookie recipes and
get together for some baking and decorating.
5. Head out on the town and take a look at the Christmas
lights displays or perhaps go Christmas caroling.
6. Plan to volunteer at the Dicken’s Festival Live Nativity
together, sit together at the Candlelight Choral Concert or
Handbell & Chimes Concert!!
Peace be with you as we enter this Advent Season!
Bethany

YOUTH NEWS
Youth Fellowship
Nights will not be
held in December.
We hope families
will join in the other
Advent Season
events scheduled
like the Live Nativity
at the Dicken’s Festival (Dec. 7), the Choral Candlelight
Concert (Dec. 15), the Handbell & Chimes Concert (Dec.
22) and our Family Dinner & A Movie Event (Dec. 14).

www.medfordumc.org

Save the Date!!! Youth Fellowship will return in January
on Sunday the 5th for a New Year Glow Party!! Mark your
calendars NOW. ☺
What’s going on this month?
ADVENT FAMILY EVENT- DINNER AND A MOVIE: Saturday,
December 14 from 4:30 – 7:00 pm in the FLC; a fun event
inspired by the Advent Sermon Series theme of Christmas
movies, featuring “The Muppet Christmas Carol.” Everyone
is welcome, bring a friend! We will be serving pizza but
we are asking that families sign up to bring either a side
or dessert. RSVP and let us know what you plan to bring
at www.signupgenius.com/go/70A094FAAA72EAA8family2 Email Bethany Carl at bethany@medfordumc.
org with any questions you may have or for more
information.
High School Happenings small group for 9th – 12th
graders will continue to be held every Sunday morning
from 9:30 – 10:30 am in the FLC Lobby with breakfast
treats available. This is a time for high school youth to
come talk about what’s happening in their lives, what’s
happening in the world and how God encourages us
through the bible in how we should navigate these things.
This month we will listen to and reflect on the Advent
sermon series!
Details are sent out by Youth Email Blast on a weekly
basis. Not getting these email blasts and want to receive
them? Email Bethany Carl at bethany@medfordumc.org
to be added to our mailing list.
*****************************************
Are you someone who enjoys hanging out with kids? We
are always looking for volunteers who would enjoy coming
to hang out with any of the three age groups of Youth
(3rd-5th, 6th-8th or 9th-12th) for Sunday Evening Youth
Fellowship. You don’t have to be a teacher, you don’t
have to be available every Sunday night and you don’t
have to have children that are currently in the program
either! We would love for you to join in the fun of Sunday
Night gatherings. Please email Bethany Carl at bethany@
medfordumc.org to express you interest and get more
details.

LOV E G O D, S E RV E PEO PL E, TR A N S FO RM L I V ES
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Check out our on-line calendar for recent updates

The Messenger, December 2019

page 12

www.medfordumc.org
NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
VINCENTOWN NJ
PERMIT NO. 75

The Medford United Methodist Church
2 Hartford Road
Medford, NJ 08055

Return Service
Requested

volume 46 no. 12
tel: 609/654-8111
visit us on the web: medfordumc.org
e-mail: office@medfordumc.org

Rev. Joe Monahan, Pastor
Rev. Kathleen Stolz, Associate Pastor
Lisa Mountain, Editor

Our Regular Worship Schedule
8:15 am
9:30 am
Center
9:30 am
11:00 am
4:15 pm
6:00 pm

Morning Communion Service in
Sanctuary
Contemporary Worship in Family Life 		
Sunday School for all ages
Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
Youth Fellowship (grades 3-5)
Youth Fellowship (grades 6-12)

In this Issue
Kathleen’s Message.......................................................1
Pastor’s Message............................................................2
Christmas Services.........................................................2
Opportunities to Give and Serve...................................3
MUMC Book Club Thanks You!.....................................4
Busy Bees Annual Christmas Party...............................4
Florence Jones Needlework Guild................................5
Town Hall Meeting on LGBTQ+ Inclusion....................5
Book Club.........................................................................5
MUMW Annual Christmas Dinner...................................5
2019 Poinsettia Order Form..........................................6
News from Reconciling Congregation Team..................6
In Search of Christmas Spirit........................................7
Prom Dress Collection....................................................7
Soul Reset........................................................................7
Preschool News...............................................................7
Business Directory..........................................................8
Notes from the Choir Loft..............................................9
Youth News....................................................................10
MUMC Calendar of Events...........................................11

Deadline for the January
issue is December 15th

GO PAPERLESS!
And get your copy of the
Messenger in FULL color!
You can help our church to save postage
expense and copying costs by simply going
to our website and signing up to receive
the Messenger via email! You will receive
your Messenger days before the snail mail
version would arrive.
Hey, it’s the GREEN thing to do!
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