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A Word from the Pastor
The concept of Christmas is simple: God is with us. That’s why Jesus was born. But it’s even better that that.
What we teach is that this was GOD’s choice – in other words, Jesus was born because God WANTS to be with
us. From Genesis through Revelation, what the Bible reveals is that God has ALWAYS wanted to be with us.
It makes a big difference to think about it this way. It’s not just that God is with us – though that’s important. But
WANTING to be with us is everything!
Have you ever spent time with anyone who just didn’t want to be there? Maybe a reluctant teenager on a
family outing, or an employee assigned to a task force they couldn’t care less about – whatever it is, there’s a
huge difference between someone being there because they feel like they HAVE to be and because they WANT
to be. The former just brings everyone down. The latter lifts everyone up.
This week, I’ve watched something truly remarkable happen. A couple in our church just happened to run into
a family who is struggling. What initially was the offer of a ride ended up being a connection much deeper and
more profound. They learned that this family, with two working parents and two young boys, was homeless. Our
people stepped in and have been getting our church involved and helping them to explore services, with the goal
of getting this amazing family into permanent housing.
Faith that is about “this is what I’m supposed to do” would have stopped with the ride. It wouldn’t have gone
any deeper. Maybe it wouldn’t even have asked the questions that ended up revealing the reality of the situation.
But faith that WANTS to love, WANTS to serve, WANTS to help is a whole different thing. This family has seen
that, and they are grateful.
I encourage you to be in prayer for our new friends. And if you’d like to make a gift to help, you can give to our
Pastors’ Discretionary Fund.
Meanwhile, I encourage you to meditate during this Advent season on the fact that Jesus WANTED to come
and be with us, that it was his choice – his choice to walk with us in a world of violence, sin and indifference.
We’ll be talking about the meaning of Jesus’ coming during our December sermon series, entitled “In the Flesh:
The Meaning of Incarnation,” on Sundays through December 23.
I hope you’ll join us too for our special musical events: our Choir Candlelight Service at 7:00 pm on Sunday,
December 9, and our Handbell and Handchimes Concert at 4:00 pm on Sunday, December 16. We have a
wealth of talent in our church and these events help us to reflect on the season through God’s gift of music.
Finally, we invite you to celebrate Jesus’ birth at one of our FOUR Christmas Eve worship services – at 5:00,
7:00, 9:00 and 11:00 – each unique, but all sharing the same gospel message of hope in a God who WANTS to
be with us. This year, our goal is to see 1000 people in worship on Christmas Eve. We’ve come close in years
past, but I think this is our year to break through! Take a few minutes to consider who you are going to invite to
join us!
Merry Christmas!
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Kandidly Kathleen
In my message “Life WITH God” that concluded our sermon series, I promised to share the ancient practice of
Lectio Divina: praying with the Scriptures, as Christians did before they had access to the Bible. This information is
taken from WITH by Skye Jethani.
Lectio Divina approaches the Scriptures as the self-revelation of God to God’s people, not as a list of principles
and applications. The Bible is the Living Word of God through which God still speaks and communes with us.
Psalms work well for this spiritual practice. This may be done alone or with a small group.
1. READING. Gently read the passage of Scripture aloud (yes, even if you’re sitting all alone). Be mindful
of each word and phrase. The goal is not to read large quantities of Scripture, but to engage it reflectively
and with an awareness of God’s presence. This may mean reading the text multiple times. Eventually
identify a word or short phrase that speaks to you in some manner.
2. MEDITATING. Having read the Scripture, in the second movement allow the Scripture to “read you.”
Use the passage or phrase to guide your time of reflection and self-examination. How does the reading
apply to you and your circumstances? Invite God to speak and reveal what God desires to import to you
through the text.
3. SPEAKING. After allowing God and the Scripture to have the first word, it is time for you to respond.
Communicate your thoughts to God with words. This may be gratitude, confession, worry, joy, or any
number of emotions that result from engaging in Scripture.
4. CONTEMPLATING. When speaking ceases, it is time to rest in God’s presence. Use the remainder of
the time to be silent and open to what God has to say. Receive God’s forgiveness, assurance, or whatever
God may have for you.
5. RUMINATING. As you conclude your time, take the special word or phrase from the reading with you.
Throughout the day return to it as a prompt for prayer and as a reminder of God’s presence with you.
I pray that you will find this spiritual practice one that deepens your relationship WITH God.
Peace,

Pastor Kathleen
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A Note from your Stewardship/Finance Team
Did you know that a significant portion of our funding comes during the month of December? Typically
December represents about 15-20% of our annual income. A strong showing in this month enables us to meet our
commitments to the ministry of the UMC in New Jersey and in 136 nations around the world. Please take a few
minutes to review where you are in your giving. If you need an updated statement, feel free to reach out to our
Office Manager, Lisa Mountain at office@medfordumc.org. We are grateful for your support!
Below, Ginger Harriett describes one innovative way to support your church through gifts from IRAs.
Are you over 70 ½ and needing to take a distribution from your IRA? Would you like to donate that
distribution? Maybe a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) can help.
It used to be that you would request a distribution from the IRA and then make the contribution to the charity
yourself. But due to IRS limits, you may have found that the additional tax from the distribution was more than the
charitable deduction. QCDs avoid all this by providing an exclusion from income for the amount paid directly from
your IRA to the charity — you don’t report the IRA distribution in your gross income, and you don’t take a deduction
for the QCD. And with much higher standard deduction amounts ushered in by the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act passed
in 2017, itemizing deductions may have become even less beneficial in 2018 and beyond, rendering QCDs even
more appealing.
Here’s how you do it:
You must be 70½ or older in order to be eligible to make QCDs. You simply instruct your IRA trustee to make
a distribution directly from your IRA (other than SEP and SIMPLE IRAs) to a qualified charity. The distribution
must be one that would otherwise be taxable to you. You can exclude up to $100,000 of QCDs from your gross
income each year. And if you file a joint return, your spouse (if 70½ or older) can exclude an additional $100,000
of QCDs. Note: You don’t get to deduct QCDs as a charitable contribution on your federal income tax return —
that would be double-dipping. QCDs count toward satisfying any required minimum distributions (RMDs) that you
would otherwise have to receive from your IRA, just as if you had received an actual distribution from the plan.
However, distributions that you actually receive from your IRA (including RMDs) and subsequently transfer to a
charity cannot qualify as QCDs. As always, please consult your tax professional for the specific tax benefit to your
personal tax situation.
Ginger Harriett, Finance Committee Representative

Growing Together in Faith Capital Campaign Update
Advent season is here. It’s hard to imagine that
it was just one year ago that we celebrated our
first service in the Family Life Center. Since the
dedication we have welcomed many new families
into our congregation. The new facility has hosted
community events, elections and celebrations and
we expect the use of the building will only continue
to expand.
This Capital Campaign is coming to an end.
We will have our celebration to mark the end of
the campaign on February 10th, 2019. We set
out to raise $1,000.000 in pledges. Through
your generosity we were blessed to accomplish
this goal. We are extremely grateful for your
sacrifice. To date we have collected $839,130 of
the $1,013,520 pledged or 83%. With just a little
over two months left in the campaign, we are a
little behind. We still need your help! We are asking
that each one of us take a look at where we are

with our pledge and do all we can to try to fulfill it.
We need to finish the campaign strong before we
close on our permanent mortgage in the spring.
If you haven’t made a pledge to the campaign,
please consider a one-time gift. Contributions may
be conveniently made and managed through our
online giving option available at
medfordmumc.org/giving.
May you and your family enjoy the many special
programs and ministries available this Christmas
season here at MUMC. We wish you a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy and Blessed New Year.
Sharon Payne (609) 315-1155
btlmom3@verizon.net
Tom Hodge
(609-828-4251
thodge45@comcast.net
Bruce Rosvold
pbrosvold78@verizon.net

The Messenger, December, 2018

page 4

www.medfordumc.org

CHRISTMAS 2018 OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE
AND SERVE THOSE LESS FORTUNATE
Your MUMC Outreach Committee is pleased to offer opportunities to reach out and serve
others in Christ’s name this Christmas. See our Angel Tree volunteers in the FLC & Narthex
on November 25th , December 2nd and 9th
Operation Santa. This will be our 9th year partnering with the Medford Police Department in “Operation Santa”
This is a unique opportunity to provide one, age appropriate, toy (up to $20.00) per child for kids identified by the
Medford school system as in need and whose Christmas can be brighter through the gifts that you give. Monday
evening December 10th is the final day to return Operation Santa gifts. These angels are popular, only 16 are
available and go quickly. Please bring the gifts back unwrapped, with the Angel attached, to the Narthex. You are
encouraged to come and wrap gifts beginning at 5:00 pm on Thursday, December 13th at the police station at 91
Union Street, pizza will be served – please see signup sheet.
Wesley UMC, Trenton. This is also our 9th year partnering with Wesley UMC which is a wonderfully creative
and energetic Hispanic-Latino congregation in Trenton. WUMC is in a less advantaged area of south Trenton and
the 150 gifts that we provide will go to children in low income families in the church, local community and non-profit
organizations in the area. Your gift may be the only gift that some of these children receive. Monday evening
December 10th is the final day to return Wesley gifts.
There are three Angel choices. Infant to 5 years angels on yellow paper, 5 to 12 years angels on pink paper, 12
and up angels on blue paper. The suggested gift price is $20.00. We will give you a gift bag or gift card holder as
appropriate for your gift choices and ask that you return the gift(s) in these. The church provides this further guidance:
Infant to 5 years - toy with a blanket, 5 years to 12 years - toys only and 12 and above - $20 gift card or board games.
YOU are welcome, 7:00 – 9:00 pm on Wednesday, December 12th to be at gift bag sorting and set up and/or
Saturday, December 15th, 10:00 am, presentation of the gifts to the children, one time only, both at WUMC 670
Centre Street in Trenton. Adults and youth are welcome to sign up.
Gifts for migrant workers. MUMC has a long history of partnering with First UMC of Hammonton to reach Migrant
workers in South Jersey. You can set the dollar value of your Angel gift at the time of purchase which goes toward
the cost of preparing gift bag(s) for the migrant workers and families. You are invited to come to the Hammonton
church to assemble the gift bags on Friday, December 7th, 6:00 – 8:00 pm and then serve at the dinner Saturday,
December 8th from 6:00 – 9:00 pm at St. Anthony of Padua, 285 US-206 in Hammonton. Should you miss one of
those events come to Hammonton, dates to be announced, to deliver gifts to the workers in the camps – please see
signup sheets.
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Busy Bees Annual Christmas Party
“Christmas by Candlelight”
Monday, December 10th at 7:00 pm in Bowker Hall
More new traditions are beginning at the Busy Bees! This is one of our most fun and festive programs all year.
If you aren’t in the holiday spirit before this evening you will walk out probably humming holiday tunes. Our Junior
Choir will be performing a concert of Christmas music. Carol Reilly always plans a wonderful program.
This year the Bees have organized into little groups to decorate their tables for the holiday party with candles,
a centerpiece, festive tablecloths from home, along with each Bee’s choice of a china place setting with a dessert
plate and tea cup or Christmas mug. During the evening, each table will share holiday traditions from their
families. Carol Reilly will provide candles for us to sing “Silent Night” to conclude our Candlelight Christmas. Don’t
worry if you missed the November meeting. Just join us for a fun night!
Our Secret Pals are revealed this evening. Bring a gift valued at $10 for your secret pal. If you do not have a
secret pal, bring a gift wrapped and valued at $10 for exchange, or donate to favorite charity.
Please bring a favorite holiday dessert or any snack dishes to add to our buffet table of treats.
Questions: Contact Donna Crosier 609/744-6417.

SAVE THE DATES

We again will have two FUNraisers at PJ Whelihans restaurant in Medford Lakes, called “Cabin Fever Escape.”
They will be January 16th, 2019 and July 17th, 2019 at 4:00pm to 8:00 pm for dinner. It’s a nice night to let someone
else do the cooking and eat with many of your other MUMC friends. Watch for more details as dates get closer. We
thank Kathy Higgins for coordinating these two events. MERRY BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO EACH OF YOU!

Medford United Methodist Church’s
2018 Christmas Poinsettia Order Form
I wish to place in the Church on Christmas:
_____ Red Poinsettias			

_____ White Poinsettias

_____ In lieu of plant, please designate my donation for Church Flower Fund.
Please include all memorials and honorees below as you wish them to appear in the bulletin. PLEASE PRINT!
In Memory of ______________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of: _______________________________________________________________________________
_____ I will pick up my plant(s) AFTER the 11:00 pm Christmas Eve Service
_____ Please give my plant(s) to a Shut-in.
Donor’s Name (as it is to appear in the bulletin) PLEASE PRINT:
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Enclosed is my donation in the amount of $ _____ (poinsettias are $9.00 per plant).
Please make checks payable to Medford United Methodist Church. Orders can be placed in the designated box
in the narthex, or turned in to the church office. Payment must be included with your order.

ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 16th
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YOU are invited to the
MUMC Annual Ladies Christmas Dinner!
Date: December 5, 2018
Place: Medford Village Country Club
Time:   6:00pm - 9:00pm
Theme: Hawaiian Christmas
Cost: $30.00
Tickets will be on sale after the 9:30 am service (FLC lobby) and
after the 11:00 am service (outside the sanctuary) until December
2, 2018. Tickets are also available at the church office or by
contacting Ginger Harriett - vtharriett@comcast.net or cell 609/2381803.
Start the Christmas Season with us - Hope to see you there!!
Sponsored by the Medford United Methodist Women
Please wear something Hawaiian to make our “Hawaiian Theme”
more festive and “Mele Kalikimaka”
Also, 2018 Flea Market Results are in and we raised $1700! The proceeds were distributed as follows:
50% to the Pastors Discretionary Fund, 25% Urban Promise and 25% Legacy House (Children’s Home).
A big “THANK YOU” to all who donated their time and energy to this event! Please support the local businesses
who supported us through their donations: Medford Shop-Rite and Medford Bagel.
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Even before the stores brought out their decorations
and the advertisements started appearing on TV – even
before that radio station began playing holiday tunes
– our choirs were practicing Christmas music. Ever
since October, we’ve been slipping one or two (or more)
special anthems into our rehearsals and soon you will
start to hear the results. Advent starts on December
2 this year, and all four vocal choirs will be ready with
seasonal selections as we begin to anticipate the
celebration of Christ’s birth twenty-three days later.
In addition to festive selections during the regular
Sunday services, there will be other opportunities
to enjoy the music of the season. Our Jr. Choir will
present a program for the Busy Bees on Monday,
December 10 at 7:00 pm. Parents and friends are
invited to attend this event, which is always a delightful
experience.
One of the highlights of our Advent observances is
the Choral Candlelight Service, which will take place
on Sunday, December 9 at 7:00 PM. Joining us that
evening will be The Brass Consort, our own Celebration
Ringers and other instrumentalists and soloists. Did
you know that this year, 2018, is the two-hundredth year
anniversary of the composition of Silent Night? Besides
presenting an arrangement of this beloved carol, the
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choirs take a cue from lines of the various verses to
highlight the events of the night when our savior was
born. You won’t want to miss this chance to truly get
in the Christmas spirit. Why not plan to invite some
neighbors or friends to come along and share the joy
with you?
Another musical treat is in store for those of you brave
enough to venture across the river to Philadelphia. One
of our choir members has been chosen to sing with the
chorus of the Philly Pops as they present their annual
series of Christmas concerts. Nancy Gager (a member
of our Wesley Choir) will be on the stage of the Kimmel
Center’s Verizon Hall as the Philly Pops inspires their
audiences with some of the most beloved songs of
the holiday season. For ticket information, check a
Philadelphia newspaper or the Philly Pops website.
Christmas Eve will find our adult choristers relaxing in
the congregation while the younger singers
provide music for our evening services. Our Jr. Choir
will sing at 5:00 pm and the Youth Choir takes to the loft
at 11:00 pm. Chimes, bells and other musical offerings
will be featured at all Christmas Eve services, so you
will want to be sure to attend at least one of them.
All of us involved in the music ministry of MUMC
join in wishing you, our friends and loyal supporters, a
blessed Christmas and a very Happy New Year.

Calling all Youth Choir Alumni!
Don’t forget – the 11:00 pm Christmas Eve Service is your chance to reunite with your friends from years past
and continue the tradition of singing Let There be Peace on Earth during the service. Anyone who would like to
run through it with the Youth Choir can come to the choir room at about 10:30 PM. (Get someone to save you a
seat in the congregation or leave your coat in the pew.) Otherwise, just come up to the loft when indicated in the
program. Music – and your old friends – will be waiting.

Daniel Plan Lifestyle Group
is coming...in January 2019
The Daniel Plan Lifestyle group is offering weekly
meetings centered around five key topics: Faith, Food,
Fitness, Focus and Friends. Join us in the New Year for
this group that is more than just a weight loss program.
The Daniel Plan is a self-management plan that helps
members experience life balance. Each week members
focus on one of the five key components, as we grow in
faith and support of one another to become our healthiest
selves. Come and learn about the life management
system that can help you really gain control of your food
cravings and fitness, while you draw closer to God in a
faithful community. The Daniel Plan lifestyle group will
meet for six weeks, starting Monday, January 7, 2019
from 7:00 pm- 8:15 pm. Our group will focus on a different
idea each week as we gain in faith, health and life. No
experience is necessary. Materials will be available for
purchase. Contact Barbara Carlson (609)518-9267 or
carlsonb2@comcast.net.
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Dear Members and Friends of Medford United Methodist Church,

Almost one month after the event, my mind is still
reeling from the party you gave me in recognition of my
fifty years of service as Director of Vocal Choirs. Yes,
it really was a party! Such a feeling of celebration and
love in that room was truly indescribable. I will never
be able to thank everyone who was instrumental in
putting it all together – from the planners (who must
have been working on this for several months) to the
cleaner-uppers (who were amazingly effective) and
everyone in between. The musical presentations,
including the delightful background dinner music, were
beautiful and so appropriate. The FLC just sparkled
with flowers on every table and colorful balloons. (The
two golden “Fifty” balloons are still in residence in the
choir room, a happy reminder of that magical night.)
The speakers, with their remembrances and anecdotes,
the pictures unearthed from heaven-knows-where, the
“Kahoots” game, with all those funny questions (How
did you folks think them all up?) – everything combined
to make the evening just perfect. And the amazing
gifts: the music stand (which will live in the choir room,
where it will be in constant use), the love gift, and the

anthem commission (the composer of which I will be in
communication with over the next several weeks) - I
will never be able to adequately express my thanks for
all of these. And how wonderful it was to see the room
filled with those of you I see weekly, but also with many
folks I hadn’t seen for a long time.
Shortly after we arrived, my grandson, Michael, turned
and said, ”Is this all for you?” At that time it began to
hit me that it really was. I can’t begin to tell you how
much I have enjoyed these past fifty years. It is a real
privilege to make music with the talented, committed
and loving folk of MUMC. A privilege, also, to worship
God, using the abilities that he has so generously given
me. I surely can’t promise another fifty years of service,
but I am looking forward to continuing to experience
music with you for as long as I am able.
Again, THANK YOU to EVERYONE who participated
in this memorable night.
With much love,

Carol Reilly

December, as you may imagine, is filled with lots of holiday excitement. All of our

Medford Methodist classes will be learning about different holidays that are celebrated in December, with

our main focus on Christmas. Especially in today’s times, we make a concerted effort to
promote knowledge and acceptance of those different from us in some ways – with reminders
of how alike we all are as well. We will take the children on a “journey to Bethlehem” to discover
the story of Jesus’ birth. There will also be a surprise visit from a certain jolly old elf! If you
feel yourself lacking in holiday spirit this year, just
stop by and catch some from our energetic
BEST POOL SERVICE COMPANY 2015
House & Home Magazine
preschoolers!
25+
Most of our programs are full, but we do
YEARS
experience in
have a few openings in our Pre-k classes for
the pool service
industry
the 2018-19 school year. If you are interested
in joining our Medford Methodist Preschool family, please give us a call
at 609-654-8112 or email at preschool@medfordumc.org. We have
programs for ages 18 months – six years. The school is open Monday
through Friday from 8am – 4pm. In the afternoons we have enrichment
clubs that expand and build on our morning programs and incorporate
BUILDING OUR FAMILY
609.654.5525
ONE CUSTOMER AT A TIME...
even more creative thinking and problem solving. Enrollment for the
AbsolutePoolCareNJ.com
2019-2020 school year will begin in January.
Medford, NJ
Merry Christmas!
LIC #13VH05714200

Pre K

News

4 Chester Avenue
Medford, NJ 08055
(609) 953-0100

Connection

Independently Owned and Operated.

(609) 654-2035 • (856) 235-0300
Heating & AC • Energy Conservation
Indoor Air Quality • Fuel Delivery/Tank Services
Water Conditioning • Harriett’s Plumbing Services
NJLMP#10622 H Bromberg

Jack & Bonnie Crosby
Ann Harriett • Bob Harriett

Tom Hodge

Sales Associate in NJ & PA
Office: 856.797.1550, x 653
NJ Cell: 609.828.4251
PA Cell: 610.908.9963
E-Fax: 609.969.6281
thodgeremax@comcast.net
69 S. Main St., Medford, NJ 08055

EXCLUSiVELY CATS
VETERiNARY HOSPITAL

www.exclusivelycatsnj.com

“Because there’s no such thing as
‘just a cat’!”

Dr. Nancy J. Dunkle, DVM
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Youth News

Youth Fellowship Nights will not be held in December. We hope
families will join in the other Advent Season events scheduled like the
Live Nativity at the Dicken’s Festival, the Choral Candlelight Concert, and
the Bell & Chimes Concert.
Save the Date!!! Youth Fellowship will return in January on Sunday
the 6th!!
Mark your calendars NOW. 
What’s going on this month?
Sunday, December 2nd, 8th – 12th graders: Mission Trip Information
Meeting at 12:30 pm in Bowker Hall. It’s already time to start thinking

about our Youth Mission Trip to Roanoke, VA to work with REACH. With the Reach Executive Director, Tim
Dayton just having visited in October, he shared with the congregation some of the very valuable work this
program has done in the city of Roanoke. We will take our trip this summer on June 29th - July 5th, 2019.
Are you interested in joining us or even hearing more details? Email Bethany Carl at bethany@medfordumc.
org.  MARK YOUR CALENDAR for an information meeting on December 2nd at 12:30.

Friday, December 14th, 3rd – 7th grade Fun Friday: Movie Night in the FLC.
High School Happenings small group for 9th – 12th graders will continue to be held every Sunday
morning from 9 – 10:30am in Bowker Hall with breakfast treats available. This is a time for high
school youth to come talk about what’s happening in their lives, what’s happening in the world and how
God encourages us through the Bible in how we should navigate these things. This month will offer
Advent themed discussions!
Details are sent out by Youth Email Blast on a weekly basis. Not getting these email blasts and
want to receive them? Email Bethany Carl at bethany@medfordumc.org to be added to our mailing list.
Are you someone who enjoys hanging out with kids? We are always looking for volunteers who would
enjoy coming to hang out with any of the three age groups of Youth (3rd-5th, 6th-8th or 9th-12th) for Sunday Evening
Youth Fellowship. You don’t have to be a teacher, you don’t have to be available every Sunday night and you
don’t have to have children that are currently in the program either! We would love for you to join in the fun of
Sunday Night gatherings. Please email Bethany Carl at bethany@medfordumc.org to express you interest and
get more details.
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Our Regular Worship Schedule
8:15 am

Morning Communion Service
in Sanctuary
9:30 am Contemporary Worship
in Family LIfe Center
9:30 am Sunday School for all ages
11:00 am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
6:00 pm Youth Fellowship (grades 3-8)
7:30 pm Youth Fellowship (grades 9-12
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Like to cook?
the Men’s Kitchen Team
is looking for new members.

Our Methodist Men’s Kitchen team is active
throughout the Church Year. A few of our
responsiblities include:
1. preparing meals for the New Beginnings’
“Feed My Sheep”
2. setup and drink preparation for the Annual
Medford Dickens’ Festival
3. cooking & prep for the Annual Pasta Dinner
4. food prep for the Annual Chicken BBQ
5. cooking & prep for the monthly Men’s
Breakfast
6. preparing food for special church functions

Notes from the Choir Loft................................................ 7
Pre K News...................................................................... 8
Two Hundred Years of Silent Night.................................. 6
Youth Groups News......................................................... 9

Interested in joining?
Want additional information?

Contact Bill Frame bill@entitepress.com

